
     Lt. Col. C.E.       

       Stuart  CO

92nd ARMORED FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

Historical Background:
Begin Excerpt: “WORLD WAR II HISTORY”
“92nd Armored Field Artillery Battalion:

 The 92nd Armored Artillery Battalion was activated  on 8 January 1942, the men coming from the 14th an d
17th Armored Artillery Battalions. Time out please:  At noon on 4 July 1944 about 280 guns took part in  the
salute to Independence Day, the 92nd Armored Artill ery Battalion took part in this celebration effort.
During three days on 5- 8 July 1944, the 92nd Armor ed Artillery fired in support of the Royal Horse Ar tillery
and the 50th British Brigade. The 92th with others helped to break up a counterattack west of Hottot,
France destroying four tanks and killing eight infa ntry. Prior to the St. Lo.( referred to as operatio n Cobra )
breakthrough the 92nd Armored Artillery Battalion w as assigned to the division reserve and to be in di rect
support of the 41st Armored Infantry Regiment (divi sion reserve). Division reserve was commanded by
Col. Sidney R. Hinds. Operation Cobra started on 25  July 1944 at 0945. On 28 July 1944 about 0300 in t he
afternoon a frontal attack was  made by the Germans  from the direction of Cerisy la Salle and directed
toward Pont Brocard, & Notre Dame De Cenilly. The 9 2nd Armored Field Artillery was of material
assistance in breaking up these attacks, some times  by direct fire.

 On the night of 29-30 July 1944 the 92nd Artillery,  moving to a new position, had to fight its way int o its
area near Bois de Soulles, France. When Combat Comm and "B" called for fire support, the battalion
complied although they were also under attack at th e time. The Germans were so close that one self-
propelled howitzer was sent to engage a German self -propelled gun with direct fire, while "C" Battery
faced in another direction to destroy another secon d gun. Please remember that the Armored Field
Artillery were very mobile, not by choice but by ne cessity in order to survive. Because of the rapid
advance of the 2nd Armored Division pockets of heav y resistance were sometimes bypassed causing
some concern and definite risk to normally units th at were supposed to be secure in their operation.
Artillery units were moving rapidly to keep within range of the enemy. When the Germans finally fell b ack,
the artillerymen found 150 dead, along with many da maged or abandoned vehicles. About 0100 on 30 July
1944 the 92nd was called upon to place artillery fi re 200 yards in front of the divisions main forces to
prevent them from a frontal attack by the Germans.

 On 3 October 1944 again crossed the German border this time crossing the Wurm River at Marienberg,
attacking the Siegfried Line frontally. Combat Comm and "B" consisting of 41st Infantry Regiment, 76th
Armored Regiment, 78th and 92nd Armored Field Artil lery Battalions, assisted the 30th Infantry Divisio n in
scouring Palenberg, pushing on to take Ubach and la ter Frelenberg, Waurichen, and Beggendorf. On 11-
30 October 1944 in the vicinity of Neerbeek, the 2n d Armored Division and the German forces maintained
defensive positions. Employing 110 or more artiller y pieces, Division artillery fired more than 45,000
rounds into enemy territory during the three week p eriod from 11-31 October 1944 Division artillery un its
included the 14th, 78th, 92, and attached 65th Armo red Field Artillery. Heavy fire was laid into the
following towns Hongen, Friealdenhoven, Rottgen, Pu ffendorf, Floverich, Gereonsweiler, Setterich,
Siersdorf, Geilenkirchen, which were being used as communications and assembly centers.

 Later on 9 January 1945 while flushing out the Ger mans around Samree, Belgium the
92th Armored Artillery was shelling a woods nearby and flushed out three German
tanks two escaped , one destroyed and burned on the  spot. Late on the evening of 28
February 1945 the 92nd Armored Artillery Battalion overran and captured a four-gun
105mm battery near Grevenbroich, Germany. The advan ce was so fast that some
artillery units had to clear their areas of lagging  Germans who were left behind by the
retreating forces in order to setup their guns.

On 30 March 1945 the 82nd Reconnaissance Battalion was advancing far to the front
of the division main forces around the Haltern-Dulm en line, that they caught up with a
train. Reporting this to division this was passed o n to the 92nd Armored Artillery, they
fired an artillery salvo and cut the train in half. . The prisoners taken from the train
thought that the American forces were still on the other side of the canal   ( Dortmund-
Ems Canal ), they  had no idea we were on the east side. Then on to occupy Berlin for
the forty five days in July, August 1945.   In 1948 at Ft. Hood, Texas Lt. Col. C.E. Stuart was  commanding
officer.”

End Excerpt: “WORLD WAR II HISTORY”
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 KOREAN WAR 1950-1954

HISTORY SUMMARY

Begin Excerpt: “92 nd AFA BN Korea 1950-1954 History Summary"

On 12 August 1950, the 92nd AFA Bn left San Francis co for Korea on the USN’s “Marine Adder”. The
battalion was under strength upon arrival in Japan,  and 200 ROK soldiers joined the Red Devil Bn. By
January 1954, only ten of the original 200 were rem aining with the battalion.

The men of the battalion soon learned they would ta ke part in the Inchon invasion. The Marines would g o
ashore first to be followed by the 7th Infantry Div ision. (the 92nd was attached to the 7th ID) along with
numerous miscellaneous units. The Red Devil Bn land ed at Inchon on September 20th 1950. Five days
later, at Suwon airfield, Baker Battery fired the b attalions first round in Korea. The 92nd, which was  never
in reserve in Korea, was to see over a thousand day s of combat in the months ahead.

The combination of the Inchon “end run” by the Mari nes and the push north by the Eight Army proved to
be a success with both forces conducting a successf ul link up. On October 10th , after the battalion’s
mission of aiding in the success of the Inchon land ing was over, the Red Devils marched 310 miles to
Pusan for necessary repairs. Then on November 5, 19 50, the battalion took part in a second invasion, t his
time at Iwon on the East coast of Korea, north of t he Hungham beachhead. The purpose of this landing
was to close the vise on the communist North Korean  forces. 

On October 25th 1950 Chinese Communist Forces cross  the Yalu River into North Korea and make their
entrance into the fighting with a major breakthroug h on the right flank of the Eighth Army. They drove  the
Allies back on all fronts presenting a wedge betwee n the Eighth Army and the X Corps. This unexpected
Chinese offensive was a psychological setback to th e men of the battalion for they had to change their
attitude of “Home For Christmas” to that of facing a numerically superior enemy in the bitterly cold
mountainous regions of North Korea.

Soon the Red Devils were given an important mission  to perform. U.S. Marine and Army units were
trapped by the enemy at Chosin Reservoir and the 92 nd AFA was to help hold the area open until the
surrounded forces were withdrawn and had totally di sengaged. The Red Devils performance was a major
factor in saving the encircled forces. The skill of  projected fire support was credited by the Marines  as
instrumental in countless publications and historic  representations of the battle.

In January 1951, the 92nd and other U.N. units had ceased to be a withdrawing force and begun a new
initiative in pushing northward. By March, the Red Devils were well seasoned in the realities of comba t
and the loss of fellow soldiers. The unit was confi dent and better prepared for the arduous tasks that
awaited them.

Readiness and combat preparedness of the battalion was proven on the morning of April 24, 1951 when
“A” and “C”  Batteries were attacked by a company s ize element of Chinese regulars. The enemy charged
the battery positions in human waves with each comm unist soldier having a extra full combat load of
grenades to thrust into our ammo trucks, gas tanks,  and key installations. The attacking forces were
provided with heavy support consisting of mortar an d automatic weapons fire. A plan based upon faith i n
one another’s capabilities, and in their weapons ha d become a habit in the Red Devils. Enemy machine
guns were destroyed by direct fire from the Howitze rs. Our own support weapons laid massive automatic
weapons fire and mowed the communists down as they made human wave attacks. On that fateful day the
Red Devil battalion lost  only four men killed and eleven wounded while the communist losses were set at
175-200 killed or wounded.

 The Red Devils prevailed in the strength of each i ndividual soldier and his personal integrity and
commitment to the battle and to fellow soldiers. In  all, the terror of the battle forged a unit of ste el which
bonded each together instilling the strength to “ge t the job done”. This crucial event and it’s lesson s
learned would prove critical in the up coming battl es that awaited the Red Devils.
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There was a dramatic reduction in activity once the  truce talks began in mid-1951. Occasional rounds
were received in various batteries but fortunately casualties were low and each Red Devil killed or
wounded were greatly missed .

The 92nd spent most of 1952 in support of various R OK, United Nation Forces, and American divisions in
the Kumwha Valley area on the central front facing hill 1062 (Papa San). The Red Devils  were in direc t
support of the ROK 9th Div and the U.S. 7th Div in the battle for Triangle Hill during October.

In November of 1952, as the North Korean winter mov ed in with snow and below zero temperatures, the
92nd moved westward north of Chorwon to support the  U.S. units on-line.

Major casualties occurred during June-July 1953 sho rtly before the truce was signed while the 92nd was
providing support for “Outpost Harry”. This engagem ent had an especially heavy counter battery barrage
directed at the 92nd, and incoming rounds were rece ived in all the firing batteries. Able Battery was
hardest hit with two killed and 17 wounded.

In mid-July 1953 the Communist Chinese Forces launc hed their last large scale offensive of the Korean
War. The attack, which consisted of ten enemy divis ions, was the largest offensive in two years. The f iring
batteries of the battalion, after having sustained horrific artillery, rocket, and mortar fire on the evening of
July 13, were again taken under direct attack by co mmunist regular forces. When faced with mass
attacking human waves in overwhelming numbers, the batteries were ordered to conduct a strategic
withdrawal. Baker and Charlie Batteries found thems elves totally enveloped in a sea of communist
Chinese soldiers. Conducting a breakout, Baker and Charlie Batteries fought their way from the
encirclement and were soon reestablished and immedi ately became operational. Setting the Howitzers in
record time , Baker and Charlie went from  total  d isengagement to pouring shells back into the advanc ing
communist forces. The tenacity and fortitude of the se men served as an example of bravery under fire t o
every Red Devil in the battalion. By this time the 92nd had gained a reputation of unexcelled excellen ce.

The advance was stopped 36 hours after it began. Du ring this time the 92nd sustained two enlisted
soldiers killed, the S-2 Officer was killed, and tw enty seven were wounded and eight Red Devils listed  as
missing in action. Most of the MIA’s were repatriat ed in “Operation Big Switch” concluding the final p eace
accord. In the 36 hours of solid combat it stands a s a tribute to the Red Devils of the limited human loss.
This fact clearly speaks to the professionalism and  skill craft learned in the earlier bitter battles by the
92nd. On July 27 1953, a truce was signed with the Comm unist North Koreans bringing a cessation of
action to the Korean conflict. For all who survived  the terror filled days of combat, the truce was sl ow in
coming. The loss of all those Red Devils killed, mi ssing , and wounded in action will never be forgott en.

Following the signing of the truce, all United Nati ons units, including the 92nd, withdrew a few miles  in
order to create a buffer zone. Even though the conf lict had been officially closed, the battalion rema ined
combat ready in case the Korean and Chinese Communi st forces should decide to break the truce.

End Excerpt: “92 nd AFA BN Korea 1950-1954 History Summary"



     Lt. Col. Leon F. Lavoie    
         CO 1949-1951

                 Fort Hood Texas

1st place (Sgt Carl's section) and 2nd place
howitzer sections, B Btry, 92d AFA, Direct Fire
Shoot, Fort Hood, TX (Fort Hood Yearbook)
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Begin: Excerpts From “92 nd AFA BN Book By Lt. Col. Leon F. Lavoie”

HISTORY DETAIL

Fort  Hood Texas 1949-50

Unit History For August, 1950

One August found the 92d Armored Field Artillery Ba ttalion at Fort Hood,
ready for overseas shipment following its alert on 22 July. Reorganized as a separate Battalion under
T/O&E 6-195N the Battalion was reluctantly ready to  leave its parent organization, the 2nd Armored
Division.

Finally on 2 August, the Battalion departed Fort Ho od by
two trains leaving about three hours apart. Amid te ars
and farewells the Battalion left on the first leg o f its trip
to Korea. The Battalion Commander, last to board on  the
1st train, received the last salute and well wishes  from
the Division Commander, Major General Albert C. Smi th
and Brigadier General Charles K. Gailey.

Along the route from the post, wives and children, red
eyed, waved a last farewell leaving everyone with a  lump
in their throat. The following few hours were most
difficult as everyone retired to their seat and bec ame
absorbed in the realization of what was happening. There
were many unanswerable questions as to when and
whom might or might not return. These questions of necessity had to be left to the fate of Providence and
the will of God.  Gradually the train gathered speed westerly through  the barren plains of western Texas,
New Mexico, Arizona and finally into California.

On 4 August, at about 2300 hours and 2400 hours the  two trains carrying the Battalion arrived in Camp
Stoneman California. Assigned Barracks the Battalio n retired. The period from 5 through 10 August was
devoted to processing procedures and some pleasant visits into San Francisco, where officers and men
enjoyed last glimpses of a major U.S. city with its  gaieties, good food and amusements. Liberal pass
privileges were given everyone.



            USNS Marine Adder

Personal Reflections From Al Ihan C Battery 1949-19 51 

                                                      
“In September 1950 we made the Inchon Landing in Ko rea. This landing had to be precisely
timed. Inchon had a 30 foot high tide and the ships  had to move in, unload, and get out before
the tide left them stranded. The soldiers climbed o ver the sides of the troop ships on these
nets (same type we trained on in Ota, Japan) and in to the landing crafts waiting below. The
manpower that stormed the beach was huge. There wer e probably 250 ships involved with this
operation. We stood in awe, waiting for our turn to  climb over, and watching the operation
before us. There were huge blasts from the Navy gun s, the Air Force was bombing and strafing
and we, the men of the 92nd were glad that they wer e not on the receiving end. 
Once after fighting our way across the beach and to  cover we regrouped picked up our “C”
rations, ammo, and located our vehicles and reporte d to “bombed-out factories” to meet and
get further orders. The first morning after a restl ess night, in the early morning hours we were
heating our “C” rations when we heard a plane flyin g over. With yells of “extinguish all fire and
get down” we quickly followed orders. It was our ow n friendly plane patrolling the area and we
lost or messed up our early morning meal.
Korean soldiers were assigned to all units. They we re hungry and poor. Korea was a poor
country that did not have much and these Korean sol diers were not used to enough food or
clothes like the Americans were being furnished wit h. The Korean soldiers took advantage of
all that was offered to them. When they had to oppo rtunity to eat in mess halls instead of “C”
rations, they piled sugar on their food. It was som ething that they did not have and they
enjoyed all they could get. They also took all of t he clothes that they could get and many of the
American soldiers resented what we saw because to u s we considered it as being “greedy”.
Korea did not have decent roads, many of their road s were mainly “cow trails” and the
American Military Engineers had to widen existing r oads, build roads and bridges for the
troops to use.
When the 92 nd arrived in Korea, we were detached from the 2 nd Armored Division. Our unit
became known as a bastard unit since it did not bel ong to any specific Division. Our unit was
sent to areas needing assistance. Our unit earned o ver 100 Campaign Streamers on our unit
flag for the three years in Korea alone.”
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Finally, early on 11 August the Battalion departed Camp Stoneman by harbor boat to San Francisco Port
of Embarkation where at Fort Mason's Pier 2 the Bat talion boarded
the USNS Marine Adder with 30 officers, 3 Warrant O fficers and
460 enlisted men.

The Marine Adder,  a rapidly reactivated Naval Tran sport from the
"mothball" fleet was far from ready for her departu re on 12 August
when the Battalion witnessed the towers of San Fran cisco fade in
the distance and the Golden Gate bridge disappear o ver the
horizon.

Once aboard ship the Battalion was attached to the 5th Field
Artillery Group following its transfer from the Fou rth Army to the
Sixth Army.

The ensuing two weeks at sea were relatively peacef ul and pleasant excepting for several failures in s hip
machinery and equipment affecting the fresh water s upply and finally completely immobilizing the Marin e
Adder.



RAY BROWN - A BATTERY - KILLED 7 SEPTEMBER 1950
in Japan:

(Corporal Brown had unwisely selected a bed in tall  grass
and fallen asleep and he was run over during the ni ght by a
halftrack. )

MICHAEL HERKO JR.

 KIA 13 OCTOBER 1950

HAROLD F. WILSON - B BATTERY

 - KIA  28 SEPTEMBER 1950

Landing at Inchon Harbor 9/20/50
                    (Mattingly)
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The Marine Adder was dead at sea for some 36 hours as short circuits in power mains rendered the ships
engines inoperative. Finally repaired by an .Air Fo rce Technician the Marine Adder resumed its course
with a severe rationing of fresh water due to evapo rator failure. Later a fire in the galley destroyed  a fine
meal of turkey. On another occasion pump failures p revented troops from reaching the galley due to the
depth of water in the galley. Cold cuts and cracker s were served on deck. Through the grace of God and
in spite of the Marine Adder the Battalion jubilant ly docked in Yokohama on the evening of 27 August
where Major Drew, who had proceeded by air as Advan ce Party met the Battalion.

On 28 August the Battalion disembarked and proceede d to load on trains for shipment to Camp Bender in
the interior of Japan. Many curious eyes took their  first glimpse, of the Orient and questioned the
prevalent odor characterizing the Orient.

The Battalion arrived at Camp Bender at 1900 hours on 28 August and was assigned space in permanent
type buildings. The end of August found the Battali on safe and sound in Japan and anxiously awaiting
mail from home after almost a complete month of tra vel.

 

“On 20 September, the Battalion with elements of th e 7th Division
off-loaded into LST's and LSU's and landed in Incho n at 2344 hours.

Proceeding to a designated assembly area south-east  of Inchon
theBattalion preoccupied itself with collecting its  equipment and
preparing itself for combat.

By 25 September the Battalion was again complete (m inus turn-
around shipping) and was assembled in the vicinity of Anyang-ni
where it anticipated commitment either to the north  in support of
operations against Seoul or to the south in support  of operations
aimed at joining with the

Eighth US Army.

By now it was clearly evidenced that the Inchon inv asion, once
thought impossible, was highly successful. Attestin g to the
ingenuity of American military leaders, the 20 to 2 5 foot tides of
Inchon Harbor had not deterred our Naval Forces. Al l ships had to
be off loaded to LST's and LSU's and then landed on  various
beaches. Due to the great tidal variations - unload ing operations
could be carried out only during 6 hours of a 24 ho ur day.
Meanwhile on 24 September the 92d Armored Field Art illery
Battalion was given the mission of reinforcing the fires of the 57th
FA Bn, the direct support Battalion of the 31st RCT , attacking south toward Suwon and Osan.

 

1st round fired by 92nd AFA Bn in
Korea -September 1950 from
positions at Suwon airstrip
(Mattingly)



Looking down on our Hongwon area
from hill outpost - November 1950
(Mattingly)

Machine gun outpost at Hongwon
North Korea November 1950
(Mattingly)

A Battery's patrol in
the mountains NE of
Hongwon North Korea
November 1950
(Mattingly)
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Eager and confident the "Red Devils" rolled into po sition at the Suwon airfield on 25 September and
smartly occupied their first combat position in Kor ea. At 1650 hours Battery "B" fired the Battalion's  first
round in Korea

Unit History For November, 1950

November first found the Battalion aboard nine (9) vessels, either at
sea or departing Pusan for an amphibious landing in  North Korea.

The period I through 3
November found the
various ships of the
Amphibious Task Force
anchored in a bay at lwon,
North Korea.

On 4 November Battery
"C' and the Battalion's M-
41's arrived in lwon and
unloaded. Concurrently,
Batteries A and B, aboard
the transport E. D. Patrick
were unloaded and
bivouacked on the beach. Battery, "C" was dispatche d to
Pukchong where it supported the 7th Division's atta ck north-
west. 

November 9, 1950 - 

The Hongwon area, occupied by the battalion, was ch aracterized by fertile flat land cultivated as rice  paddies
with several abruptly rising hills elongating thems elves to the north and south. Approximately one mil e, from
the Sea of Japan, the flat land to the east general ly provided excellent fields of fire with the excep tion of three
or four intervening hills. The school house occupie d by the battalion was nested against a series of h ills that
rose abruptly in rear of the building, making the i mmediate area extremely difficult to defend. Outpos ts were
installed on all commanding hills.

Eleven November found the battalion performing much  needed maintenance and
establishing a secure perimeter. The Battalion Comm ander performed a detailed
reconnaissance of the area evaluating fields of fir e, avenues of approach and overall
defense measures.

Twelve November found the Battalion digging in thei r 155 ammunition within the
perimeter in an attempt to frustrate any guerrilla attempts to set trucks on fire as
done in the 96th Field Artillery. This proved to be  a terrific task since some 130 holes
were necessary to adequately disperse the ammunitio n.

On Eighteen November Protestant Services were held for all men at 1000 hours.
Catholic Services were held at 1600 hours. . On thi s day most men not required on
patrols and outpost duty, were given time off to ta ke care of their personal
equipment. Patrols continued as scheduled, picking up some eighty prisoners, in
one town, guarded by one solitary man with a rifle and no ammunition. Another
community revealed some forty-two prisoners. Since no interrogation facilities
were available, most of the prisoners had to be eva cuated to X Corps.

Twenty-three November, Thanksgiving Day, opened pea cefully and cold with a
light to thickening mist. Patrols were dispatched i n all sectors and the installation
of trip flares and fragmentation grenades in suppor t of the barb-wire net
continued. At 1045, the Battalion Commander address ed the Battalion at two
formations, thanking them, for their fine performan ce and reminding them of the things which we had to
be thankful for on this Thanksgiving Day.



9

 At 1115 a Catholic Mass of Thanksgiving was celebr ated by Chaplain Walsh in the Battalion Auditorium
for all Catholic personnel. At 1400 hours Protestan t Thanksgiving services were held by Chaplain Braga n
for all personnel. Thanksgiving dinner was served a t about 1300 hours. Mess halls such as they were,
were outfitted with children's school desks and cov ered with white paper. Some paper flowers were
provided by school children. Evergreen boughs were used to add a festive appearance. The menu
comprised of roast turkey, meat dressing, fresh pot atoes, candied yams, peas, cranberry sauce, fruit,
fruit-cake, nuts and candy. The meal was exceptiona lly well prepared, reflecting great credit and
professional skill on all mess stewards. Excepting for outposts, all men were given a few hours off to
write home and relax.

Dawn broke in a sullen grey half-light on the 29th of November reveling the surrounding area blanketed  by
three inches of snow. Pine boughs slightly bowed un der the pressure of their puffy white pillows
contrasted with massive armored vehicles trimmed in  white. Magpies flying about, chattering madly, wer e
the only interruption to the peace of this winter d ay. Having heard of the impending move to Hamhung ,
the Battalion Commander and S-3 proceeded to Corps Artillery Headquarters to be briefed on the latest
developments. The route from Hongwon to Hamhung was  covered with 3 to 4 inches of snow through the
summit of the winding pass and thereon into Hamhung . Colonel Ennis, Corps Artillery Commander,
advised that a move was eminent within the next 24 hours. A briefing was held on the situation in whic h
the Chinese Communist Forces were driving the Allie s back on all fronts in a sudden breakout on the
Eighth Army and X Corps front driving a serious wed ge between the two. Returning to the Battalion area
at approximately 1830 hours after a very hazardous trip, the Battalion staff and Battery Commander's w ere
called in for a briefing in which the Battalion was  placed on two hour alert. With roads turned to ice  by the
warm sun of the day and low night temperatures, the  Battalion's tracks would find it difficult to marc h
over the mountain road.

Twenty-five November found Batteries "A", "B" and " C" leaving at 0645 for their initial positions. for
operation "Snowcap". Battery "B" positioned two how itzers in the vicinity of Yongdong-Ni in support of
the operation should a sizeable force be encountere d. The general area of operations was characterized
by extremely high peaks and deep ravines with swift  currents. Approximately two inches of snow covered
the area and more snow was falling at higher altitu des making visibility extremely limited.

Thirty November found the Battalion concentrating o n combat loading and checking radios and section
equipment. At 1035 hours, Lt. Colonel Swain, Corps Artillery S-2 arrived with a message directing the
battalion to move to Hamhung at once. Reconnaissanc e parties were ordered to leave at 1130 hours with
a pioneer detail and one M 41 as a pilot. The Batta lion was ordered to serve lunch immediately and mov e
out at 1330 hours. Service Battery was designated a s rear party to gather items in excess to the other
Batteries and load same on rail cars and to move on  the following morning, 1 December. The
Reconnaissance Party made good progress over the mo untain road despite the icy condition of the road.
The pilot M 41 had considerable trouble, chiefly du e to two stalled vehicles at bad turns. The descent , on
the southern slope, was most treacherous, since con trol was more difficult. Crews had to proceed each
—41 and shovel dirt and sand into its path. Neverth eless, the Battalion closed in the Hamhung Area by
2030 hours in a most treacherous move on an extreme ly unfavorable road and weather conditions. Snow
began to fall heavily as the Battalion climbed the pass and by the time the Battalion closed, two inch es of
snow were on the vehicle tops. No mishaps or fallou ts occurred reflecting great credit upon the driver s
and mechanics of this Battalion. While the Battalio n was on the road the Battalion Commander and S-3
reconnoitered for Battalion positions in the vicini ty of Oro-ri adjacent to the 96th Field Artillery B attalion.
By 1130 hours the Battalion was bedded down, in sca ttered bombed out buildings and slit trenches.
Minus bedding rolls the men would have a bad night as a bitter wind drove snow in every direction. Thi s
days accomplishment further testified the merit and  potentialities of self-propelled Artillery.

Unit History For December, 1950

Three December broke with the news of an enemy atta ck in the vicinity of Majong-dong. A "CCF" patrol
had set a charge to a bridge and partially blown sa me. Three "CCF" were killed by the machine gunner
guarding the bridge. Battery "B" was displaced forw ard to the vicinity of Majong-dong from which
positions it could give good support.



Department Of Defense Photo Of 92nd AFA BN Battery B In
Support Of The 7th Infantry Division In December Of  1950.
Photo Taken At Chinhung-ni Which Is About 15 Miles South Of
Chosin Reservoir and 40 miles North of Hungnam.

Task Force Dog
December 9, 1950
(Mattingly)

Task Force Dog December 9, 1950

Brrrrr! Bundled up at Chinhung-ni North of Sudong N orth
Korea during the time we went up to shoot for 1st M arine
Division & 31st Inf. Regt. breaking out of the trap  at
kotoni and Choson Reservoir. (Mattingly)
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One target of an estimated 150 "CCF" troops was pro mptly taken under fire with considerable casualties .
Later a group of enemy was spotted working their wa y up on a hill to the left flank. Battery "B" promp tly
shifted a platoon to the left and engaged the enemy  in direct fire at nine hundred yards. The Battalio n
Commander of the 3rd Battalion, 7th Regiment, 3rd D ivision was extremely grateful for services rendere d.

Five December found the Battalion
Commander and S-3 reporting to
Headquarters X Corps Artillery at 0100
hours where a special mission was
discussed. The plan called for Batteries
"A" and "C", with stripped FDC, to move
to the recently surveyed positions at
Chinhung-ni from where these Batteries
would fire several prearranged
concentrations on selected enemy
targets. The two Batteries would return
to their Oro-ri positions by dark.
Returning to the Battalion CP at 0315
the Battalion Commander alerted the
Battery Commander's for displacement
at 0730 and the S-3 proceeded to
prepare data for the enemy targets.
Reconnaissance parties headed by the
Battalion Commander departed at 0700
hours followed by the stripped Batteries
under the Battalion Executive at 0730. 

The Batteries
closed at Chinhung-ni at 0920 hours. Two 608 radios  from the 96th FA Bn. linked
the FDC with liaison planes which did not have "ove rlap" channels to work with
our 500 series radios.  

Registration was not permitted by reason of the lar ge number of C-82 and C-119
transports air dropping supplies to the cut-off for ces. The artillery concentrations
were fired promptly at 1130 hours lasting through 1 200 hours. Air OP's reported
the concentrations "on the button". With another jo b well done, under severe
winter weather, the "Red Devils" enjoyed a hot meal  at 1245 and returned to their
Oro-ri positions, closing there at 1545. 

Six December - The overall picture was one of withd rawal under pressure in the
Eighth Army sector. The Chinese communist forces ha d succeeded in driving a
sizeable wedge between X Corps and the Eighth Army.  

The 1st U.S. Marine Division and elements of the 31 st and 32nd RCT's of the 7th
Infantry Division were surrounded by elements of 7 Chinese Communist Divisions

in the Chosen Reservoir
area where they had
managed to consolidate
themselves in the
vicinity of Haragu-ri, on
the southern tip of the
great reservoir. 



Personal Reflections by Hal Remspear HQ Btry 50-51
“Early December 1950, We were at Chinhung-ni provid ing support for the Marines fighting their
way out of the Chosen reservoir. The night they wer e supposed to start passing our position on
their way to Hungnam, the Colonel (Lt. Col. Lavoie) called me to his tent. He was handwriting a
message that I would encode on the M-209 cryptograp h device. It turned plain language into 5
letter code groups. He offered me a drink, a bottle  of whiskey or bourbon the size that the airlines
serve, and I sipped it while he finished writing. H e asked me how my morale was. When I said
"lousy sir", he asked why. I said it was too cold f or people, no winter clothing, ground too hard to
dig a foxhole, lousy food, and always on the edge b ecause of the sporadic enemy mortar rounds
coming in. He wrote one more line and gave me the m essage to read. His words were "Despite
extreme cold and the absence of winter sleeping bag s, the morale of the command remains high
and proud of their participation in this effort". T he message was long and took a long time to
encode and then send via Morse code to one of my co horts back in Hungnam.” 
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Elements of the 7th Division to include the 57th Fi eld Artillery Battalion were compelled to destroy a nd
abandon much of their equipment and flee across the  ice to Hagaru-ri and Koto-ri, to the south, where
other Marine and Army forces were cut-off. This are a, characterized by steep jagged mountains ranging
through 6000 feet from the central dorsal of North Korea leveled off north and west of Koto-ri into a great
plateau. Located in this area, three great reservoi rs furnished hydro- electric power to all of Korea,
Manchuria and Vladivostok, Siberia. 

The only approach to this area from the east was fr om the axis Hamhung, Ori-ri, Majong-dong, Chinhung-
ni, and Koto-ri. This approach was by a treacherous  winding mountain road following a creek-bed to the
summit area between Chinhung-ni and Koto-ri. Both s ides of the road were dominated by almost vertical
cliffs. Numerous bridges over branch streams and pr ecipitous gorges made this a serious defile that a
determined enemy could command at will by blowing b ridges and digging in on the high ground. Several
valleys, generally from the north-west, fed into th is central valley providing excellent avenues of
approach. December, with its sudden snow falls and bitterly cold winds from the frozen north blasted
through the passes and all connecting valleys makin g frostbite casualties a great handicap among front -
line troops.    

Following the briefing, the Corps Artillery Command er informed the Battalion Commander the plans were
now complete to assist in the relief of surrounded Marine and Army Forces. With some three thousand
casualties, the relief of the surrounded Marine and  Army Forces, had been delayed to facilitate the
evacuation of their casualties by air. This having
been accomplished, "Task Force Dog" was
organized under Brigadier General Mead of the
3rd Division for the purpose of relieving Marine
and Army Units at Chinhung-ni and holding that
area open until the surrounded forces were
completely pulled out. This Battalion was to
support the Marines in their attacks, as well as
"Task Force Dog." 

Ten December blew in with a blasting frigid wind
revealing a temperature of 10 below zero. Clear
skies gave our air complete command of the
situation. Marine convoys from the north
continued to roll by since an early hour. Long
columns of weary Marines followed vehicle
convoys moving slowly but steadily. Specific
plans for the delaying action by Task Force Dog,
following the passage of Marine and 7th Division
elements, were formed as a rear guard action.



B Battery about to run the gauntlet from the
92nd AFA position just south of Koto-ri to
Hungnam on the coast - December 11, 1950
Note Jim Stegall’s L-19 on top(Harrison)

Excerpt from book "Grasshopper Pilot"  By Jim Stegall  -  Laision Pilot with the 49th Field Artillery
Battalion, 7th Infantry Division:  “ The weather at Hamhung was about freezing but at th e Chosin
Reservoir it was around zero in the daytime and 20 below at night. For this flight I was carrying a fi ve
gallon container of blood plasma. As I started my c limb I could see Chinese soldiers all over the
countryside. Some would look up and others were jus t milling around. No one seemed interested in
firing at me. I climbed to around 5,000 feet and wa s near my destination when, suddenly, my engine
quit. No chance to restart as the L-4 is a hand pro p job. My only thought was that I must glide back t o
where our troops were on the main road that goes fr om the Chosin to Hamhung. I was in a glide for
ten or fifteen minutes and had our forward position  along the road in view. I could tell that I would
make it. Of course, there was no landing area, so I  turned back into the north wind; and as I neared
the ground, I picked out two trees to crash into. T he right wing hit first, then the left, and the pla ne
dropped to the ground. 

 As I sat there dazed, I looked up and saw soldiers  running toward me - friendly GI’s - thank
goodness. I had crashed right beside the 92nd Armored Field Artillery Battalion - the forward most
unit along the main road. They got me out and escor ted me over to their headquarters. They notified
my unit that I was safe, but there was no way to se nd me back as all traffic would be moving up, not
back. I remained with them for about a week. During  this time we disassembled what was left of my
plane. The fuselage was tied onto the top of a half -track, and one wing was tied to the side of the
kitchen truck (2 1/2 ton). The other wing was demol ished, so was left there in North Korea. These
were great guys and a great combat unit. They took good care of me”.  (Jim's plane was loaded on a
half track by the 92nd AFA Bn). 

“This was the beginning the treacherous journey to Hungnam running a gauntlet in sub-zero degree
weather under constant enemy fire. The Marines had broken out of the Chosin perimeter and were
advancing along the main highway toward our positio n at Chinhung-ni. We  (the 92nd AFA Bn)  would
fall in behind the Marines when they had cleared ou r position. We watched as the Marines came by. It
was a heart rending sight. Bedraggled troops came b y with their dead comrades on hoods of trucks
and across howitzer barrels - any place they could put them. I was given a carbine and assigned to
ride in a 2 1/2 ton truck. Our convoy fell in after  the Marines had cleared. The guns on the armored
vehicles were lowered to direct fire - like a rifle . It was an imposing sight, so the 92nd had little
trouble along the corridor back to Hamhung. ”
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Eleven December -  By 1000 hours word was received that
the tail of the Marine column would soon pass our F orward
Observer, Lt. Stofflet. On this signal, long range artillery
fire was placed on prominent high ground and likely
avenues of approach. This artillery fire was marche d
forward as the tail drew closer to our Chinhung-ni position.
Our batteries were ordered to march order successiv ely
and form, ready to fall in their prescribed column position.
Somehow, the Marine tanks turned out to be the fina l
element and the battalion did not move until approx imately
1410. Meanwhile, the Infantry covered avenues of
approach and high ground with mortar and automatic
weapons fire. Once on the road, the column progress ed
very slowly, primarily due to the slow progress of the foot-
troops ahead. Sundong- ni continued to be a constan t
threat to the column as the enemy appeared determin ed to
harass, if not cut the column there.



                                          
   A Battery Howitzer - Hungnam December 1950                      
                           (Harrison)

Dec. 24 1950- The USNS Breckenridge as it is
circled by LCVPs carrying the last troops off the
beach at Hungnam. We came from Yokahama to
Inchon on the Breckenridge in Sept. 1950
(Mattingly)
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Evidence of bitter action was at hand on all
sides in the Sundong defile, where the
enemy had persistently displayed
determination. Smoldering truck-loads of
ammunition and burned equipment,
intermingled with charred and gutted
bodies of Marines gave testimony to the
enemy's guerilla tactics in catching the
column on the road bumper to bumper.
Setting fire to one or two vehicles was
sufficient to block the entire column and
pin down several hundred men. Constant
small arms, automatic weapons and mortar
fire appeared along the column. One mortar
shell landed two vehicles to the rear of the
Battalion Commander, wounding Lt.
Mooney, General Mead's aide. Another man
was wounded in the truck ahead of the Battalion Exe cutive by small arms fire. 

Fortunately, for the Battalion, no one was wounded nor did any vehicles fall out. The Battalion closed  in
its assembly area in Hungnam at approximately 1930 hours. Weary, tired and dirty, the "Red Devils"
enjoyed a hot meal prepared by Service Battery. By 2000 hours, all men were tucked in, dead to the wor ld
after some 72 hours without sleep and several days of active combat with "Task Force Dog." As direct
support artillery for "Task Force Dog" - on its mis sion of holding the Chinhung-ni area open for the
evacuation of the cut-off Marine and Army Forces, t his Battalion displayed exceptional professional sk ill,
spirit and cohesion.

Twenty December -  Based upon an eight hour
estimate to effect the interchange of personnel,
arrangements were made for two LSU's to be made
available at 0500 hours for the loading of Battalio n
personnel. Since the men had no rations, a message
was sent to the Randall requesting a hot breakfast for
500 men upon their arrival aboard, estimated at 063 0
hours. With their guns out of action, the "Red Devi ls"
gathered their personal belongings and awaited the
call to port. The night of Twenty-one-twenty-two
December, fortunately was not bitterly cold, althou gh
raw and penetrating. Through the night men huddled
together around small scattered fires as Naval gun fire
and remaining artillery pounded away at the enemy.
Bunched together for warmth, spirits were high
among the dirty, tired, and weary "Red Devils". Pri de
and satisfaction was in their hearts for a job well
done. Now they knew, that together, with each doing
his job to his level best, that they could fight, s ustain
and survive. Their combined efforts, in this
beachhead, had contributed materially to its succes s. At 033O hours, the Battalion S-3 proceeded to th e
Battalion position and guided the Battalion to the lighter loading area at Green Beach.

All men were aboard the LSU's by 0530 hours at whic h time they set off for the Randall at the anchorag e.
Wiggling up a rope ladder one by one, all men were aboard the Randall by 0630 hours just as the
announcement came over the ship's speaker system th at breakfast was served. The clean, freshly painted
interiors of the Randall were a welcome sight to th e dog tired and weary "Red Devils". Following the h ot
breakfast everyone settled down for much needed and  well deserved sleep. 



Demolition Of Hungnam Harbor - December 1950 Photo
Taken From The USNS Randall (Remspear)
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Twenty Four December - By 1400 hours heavy
explosions were heard and seen inland as
ammunition dumps were destroyed by
demolition crews. Gradually, explosions drew
nearer. Underwater demolition teams
destroyed remaining piers and beach facilities.
Finally, at 1500 the USNS Randall set sail - as
Naval batteries bombarded the shore line
mercilessly. Under a heavy cover of fire, all
ships at anchorage pulled out in convoy,
protected by destroyers thereby bringing to a
successful completion the intricate military
feat of extracting 60,000 troops from a
beachhead under a numerical superior enemy.

As Christmas Eve grew on men gathered and talked of  home speculating as to what their families might
be doing. The speaker system played Christmas Carol s, adding a bit of color to the occasion. Appropria te
Church services were held to include a Midnight Mas s in the mess hall.
With all troops now afloat and leaving North Korea,  what might be called phase two, was now brought to  a
close. Considering the period from the Inchon landi ng 15 September through Pusan 1 November as phase
one, this second phase converged from the amphibiou s landing at lwon 6 November through this date 22
December. This second phase intended to bring final  defeat to the enemy in North Korea, culminated in a
complete reversal by the intervention of Chinese Co mmunist Forces. Under terrific pressure on all fron ts,
all UN Forces were in the process of withdrawing an d extracting themselves from North Korea with what
equipment that they could salvage. The confusion br ought on by this situation projected many questions
to the mind. While physically outnumbered 10 to 1 o ur forces, represented the most modern, the best
equipped and the best clothed Army in the world. Ou r weapons were the best known to science. Yet, this
modern mechanized force of air, tanks, infantry art illery was being driven back by plain foot troops
sparingly equipped with small arms, automatic weapo ns, few mortars and artillery pieces. 

While we pushed in coordinated attacks, they infilt rated their mass on our flanks cutting our supply
routes and crippling our rear installations. With t heir human mass they consistently dominated the hig h
ground as we sought the valleys for their road nets . On more favorable flat terrain such as, the Hungn am
beach-head keyed around a series of small hills dom inating flat level approaches from the west and nor th
we could hold them at bay. 

The Hungnam beachhead had proved terrifically expen sive to the enemy where he had repeatedly tried to
rush-in his human mass just to find our artillery a nd tactical air butchering him in his tracks.
Unprecedented in our warfare experience, this on-ru shing mass of humanity was not without effect upon
the American soldiers mind. This complete disregard  for human life was contrary to our high evaluation  of
one human life, which we sought to protect and pres erve at great expense. Yet, the American soldier,
blazing away at his machine gun, was charged by mas ses of humans. As he mowed them down there
were always more in the form of an endless chain of  humans that just kept coming, no matter how many
he killed.”

End - Excerpts From “92 nd AFA BN Book By Col. Leon F. Lavoie ”



The 3rd Howitzer Sec. Btry C in fire
mission 1950 (Hancock)
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Begin Excerpt From “Personal Reflection By Clyde Ha ncock C Btry 1950-51"

“I shall never forget when the reality of being in a war really hit me.
The landing on the beach, the planes making bomb ru ns and the
battle ships firing the big guns didn't do it. It c ame a few days after
we were in Korea and our 155MM Howitzers arrived.  We were in our
first firing positions at Suwon at the end of the a ir field. In one of the
first few fire missions, a man in Battery "B" was k illed.  We all heard
the news but we did not see the blood. The next day  or so we got
word that some enemy heavy tanks were approaching o ur position.
"C" Battery, of which I was a member,  was called o n to pull two of
our 155MM howitzers out of position and move forwar d a few miles,
set up a road block, and stop the enemy tanks shoul d they appear. I
was a member of one of the howitzer crews chosen fo r the task. We
moved into position with one howitzer on each side of the road,
aimed the howitzers in on a spot in the road and wa ited. Part of each crew was to stay on the howitzer
awake and ready to fire, while part of the crew was  to get some sleep. Sometime in the early hours bef ore
dawn I was given permission to bed down, which I di d in a small building near the road. Daylight came,
but no enemy tanks. Then someone called my name and  instructed me to get up and wake the other men
with me. With my eyes not ready to open, and my bod y not yet ready to wake up, I tried as best I could  to
follow orders. The first person I tried to wake was  dead, and so was the second. They were soldiers ki lled
in the battle for Seoul. Unknown to me and the men with me, we had bedded down where the KIA's had
been collected for removal from the battle field. W hen I saw American blood brought by weapons of war
from an enemy, the reality of war set in.

Sometime in early October 1950 my unit was pulled o ut of the front lines and given orders to prepare f or
an invasion with the 1st Marine Division somewhere on the East Coast of North Korea. We moved toward
the Port of Inchon and finally we were loaded on th e landing crafts. Battery "C" men and equipment wer e
aboard LST Q074, a US Navy Vessel with a Japanese c rew. Bunks were in short supply and large demand,
so three men were assigned to each bunk in eight ho ur shifts. I made friends with some of the crew and
was allowed to eat in the crew's mess and sleep in their lounge.

After fourteen days aboard Q074, we sailed into Pus an Harbor and were transferred to a navy ship for t he
sea voyage north by way of the Sea of Japan to a pl ace called Iwon. It is now November, and the weathe r
has already turned bitter cold. We supported the Ma rines for about three weeks, and then we were told the
war was all but over, and that we would be getting ready to leave Korea and would be home in the good
old U.S. of A. by Christmas. However, we didn't kno w about the plans the Chinese had made that include d
us.

Thanksgiving Day 1950 until Christmas Eve 1950 will  forever remain in this old soldier's mind as one
continuous nightmare. Either Thanksgiving or the da y after we were given orders to load up lock, stock
and barrel, and be ready to move with gas tanks ful l and weapons at the ready. The weather was bitter
cold, snow was falling, and we were headed in the w rong direction to be going home. When the orders
came down we headed out for a place we would later refer to as the Frozen Chosen. After all these year s, I
cannot recall just how long it took us to make the move, but I can still see the narrow snow covered
roads, the hairpin curves and steep mountainsides i n my mind. After much weary travel fighting sleep a nd
the cold, we arrived at our assigned position and b egan to take the enemy under fire sometime around t he
last of  November or the first of December, 1950.

As time went on, things turned for the worst. The w eather turned colder each day until it reached 30
degrees below 0. Just a short time after our arriva l in the Frozen Chosen, we were surrounded and cut off
by the enemy. Ammunition and food ran dangerously l ow and warm clothing was not to be had. I was
afraid to go to sleep thinking I might freeze to de ath, and afraid to go on guard duty for fear of bei ng killed
by the enemy.  
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After awhile, I didn't much care because I thought I would die one way or the other.
One cold day while we were engaging the enemy in al l directions we were told that help, food and
supplies were on the way. The overcast skies then t urned gray with blowing snow and the air drops woul d
be at least hindered, if not prevented altogether. We then heard the roar of aircraft engines which we
couldn't see.  It seemed they had missed us altoget her as they were flying north and the sound of the
aircraft began to fade. Then, all of a sudden three  or four flying box cars approached from the north at
what appeared to be less than a thousand feet and d ropped cargo in various colored chutes.  It appeare d
that Christmas had come early for the 92nd AFA BN, but it was not to be. As we rushed to get the much
needed food and supplies, we found much to our dism ay that it was not for us . As I recall, it was all  30
caliber ammo for M1's -- no food. A day or so later , some soldiers that had been trapped just to the n orth
of us broke out and began their march to the sea an d safety. I watched as the column went by. Some of
the men had burlap sacks tied around their feet for   warmth. Many of them never made it to the waiting
ships at Hungnam.

Soon it was time to start our march to the sea and the waiting ships. It was a fight all the way, and I shall
never forget that day and some of the things I saw.  We approached a place on the road where the enemy
had held until early that morning, and a place wher e much U.S. equipment had been destroyed and many
U.S. service men had been slaughtered.

As our column slowed to work our way around the dea d and through the wreckage, I looked down from
the ring mount of the half track on which I was rid ing, and there by the road lay a soldier that I had
remembered seeing pass by our position a few days b efore. I shall never forget what I saw.

The young man had been killed by the enemy just a f ew miles from the waiting ships and safety. He had
fallen to the cold ground on his back, his right ha d still holding his weapon and near his left hand w as his
wallet with the wind turning the pictures. I still see him in my mind and still wonder if  he died loo king at
pictures of his loved ones.

I shall never forget the planes from the carriers t hat flew so close to us dropping napalm on the enem y so
close to us that we could feel the heat. We finally  arrived at the sea port of Hungnam and took up fir ing
positions. We fired our 155MM howitzers until the v ery last minute before they had to be loaded on the
ships. When the howitzers were gone we more or less  fought as a rear guard until we were given orders
to load on the landing crafts that would take us ou t to the waiting ship”.

End - Excerpt From “Personal Reflection By Clyde Ha ncock C Btry 1950-51"

Begin: Excerpts From “92 nd AFA BN Book By Col. Leon F. Lavoie”
“25 December, Christmas Day 1950, found the USNS Ra ndall at sea closely approaching Pusan. Devoid of
the usual X-mas dinner - troops made the most of it , content to be warm, safe and in clean surrounding s
after the tenseness and severe weather of the past weeks. At 1400 hours the Randall anchored in Pusan
harbor in the company of many vessels.

Twenty-eight-twenty nine December found the Battali on unloading its equipment and holding a complete
T/O&E inventory to evaluate shortages resulting fro m combat operations in North Korea. On 28 December
the Battalion enjoyed its Christmas Menu of turkey,  sweet potatoes, fruitcake, candies and beer.

Unit History For January, 1951
The first day of 1951 broke clear and cold. The Bat talion Commander was called to Headquarters X Corps
Artillery at 0900 hours, where instructions were re ceived to move the Battalion north to the vicinity of
Seoul. Upon' closing there, the Battalion was to be  detached from X U.S. Corps and attached to l U.S.
Corps.

On three January the Advance party left the vicinit y of Taejon at 0800 hours and continued north throu gh
Kumchon - Osan - Suwon to Yongdong- Po, the locatio n of I U.S. Corps.



C Battery Howitzer - Chonan January 1951             
          (Harrison)
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The early morning hours of four January were
highlighted by heavy explosions from the vicinity o f
Seoul and Inchon. Upon checking with Colonel Halloc k
at I U.S. Corps, instructions were received directi ng the
battalion to assemble in the vicinity of Chonan, so me
55 miles south of Yongdong-Po.

Seven January proved warmer and heavily overcast.
Reconnaissance parties including the Battalion
Commanders departed on reconnaissance at 0800
hour. Proceeding north to Songwan, contact was made
with the 39th Field Artillery Battalion where a gen eral
position area was received. From there the party
proceeded to the general position area where Batter y Commanders received their positions. The Battalio n
was ordered moved at 1005 hours. Battery Commanders  were dispatched to the release point to receive
their Batteries. The Battalion closed into firing p ositions at 1100 hours. Communication nets were
established and liaison officers dispatched. Securi ty outposts and perimeter defenses were coordinated
by the Battalion Executive. At 1600 hours Battery " B" was registered on a check point marking the
Battalions first firing in South Korea.

Twelve January revealed a temperature of six degree s below zero the Battalion's coldest morning in
South Korea. Although clear and sunny, the day prov ed to be a bitter one for outside work. Due to the
extreme cold, motors were started every three hours  during the night and run for twenty minutes. Twent y
minute periods provided for the loosening of sludge  in the circulatory systems and restored life to th e
battery. Shorter periods of operation proved more h armful by depleting the battery. 

Twenty-Two January broke cold but soon warmed under  a bright sun. Fifty 1,000 foot rolls of barb-wire
were installed along the perimeter. Fragmentary gre nades and trip-flares were intermingled into the
double-apron barb-wire. The full length of wire was  covered by flares. Experiments were conducted in t he
demolition of HE and White Phosphorous projectiles as obstacles along likely avenues of approach.
These were wired with electric caps for detonation at will, electrically, from a control point. Fresh Turkey
was issued for one meal and enthusiastically receiv ed by everyone as a welcome relief from canned
rations. Two cans of beer per man were received and  issued. A message, received from Eighth Army
Headquarters, directed the Battalion to draw six to wed 155 —1 howitzers with —5 tractors to bring the
Battalion fire-power to that of 18 guns.  

The night hours of 27-29 January proved one of acti on, when the CCF counter-attacked our Infantry on
objective No. 36 at 0115 hours. Of an estimated str ength of 300, the enemy first hit Company "A", 1st
Battalion, 65th Infantry Regiment separating it and  over-running its Command Post. Later the enemy hit
Companies "B" and "C". A tremendous barrage of arti llery was brought to bear by FO's. The artillery fi res
continued well over an hour shifting from one conce ntration and then the other. At approximately 0420
hours, the enemy attacked the 2nd Battalion, 65th R egiment to the direct front. Infiltrating at first,  the
enemy succeeded in flanking their position. Again a  heavy barrage of artillery was brought down as clo se
as seventy-five yards to friendly troops. By 0630 h ours all positions had been restored with only ligh t
casualties inflicted on our men in both attacks. Th e Division Commander, Major General Soule and the
Division Artillery Commander, Brigadier General Shu gg, accredited the artillery with the successful ha lt of
the counter-attack. 

During the day the Battalion Commander and S-2 visi ted front line infantry positions and confirmed the
efficiency of the artillery fires by interview with  infantry men.  On the promise that last nights att ack might
have been a probing attack to be followed by a larg e scale attack tonight all outposts were reinforced  and
final perimeters dug and wired in. Trip flares were  set up around the area and all guards particularly
alerted. Plans to renew the offensive were made for  the next day. Battery "A" captured one CCF prisone r
while patrolling the hills in their sector.



92nd AFA Bn early 1951 (Mattingly)

Our Battalion position NE Yoju in Feb. 1951 working  with       
                     6th ROK Div.(Mattingly)
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During this first month of the new year, the U.N. F orces were transformed from a retreating force to a n
offensive force. In the somber days following the H ungnam beachhead and the simultaneous reversals
along the eighth Army front, a feeling of depressio n and defeatism was apparent in most quarters. With
great numerical odds, the CCF hit in several sectio ns unmercifully, causing a reluctance in our force to
engage him with any degree of determination and con fidence. Rather, most eyes were fixed to the rear, to
the next delaying position, which regrettably were abundant on most situation maps. Amongst this
prevailing pessimistic undercurrent, some Commander s, initially in minority, expressed a strong feelin g
that we could defeat the CCF if we approached him o n a solid front, combed our hills and massed our fi re-
power in contrast to the wide envelopments and piec emeal frittering away of our forces. By mid-January
this objective thinking gathered more strength and finally materialized into a cautious offensive
movement that gradually gathered the confidence of all Commanders and troops alike. Toward the end of
January, the U.N. Offensive gained momentum as conf idence replaced fear. Repeatedly, the CCF, was met
by our Infantry, meticulously combing the high grou nd, massing all its available fire power and repeat edly
knocked the enemy off his "pins". For the first tim e in Korea, our artillery was massed and made to me et
counter-attack after counter-attack, unmercifully r iddling the enemy's "hordes". The mass of human fle sh
was no match for the steel of our combined fire- po wer. The Infantry Artillery-Tank-Air team regained its
former prestige.

Unit History For February, 1951
Three February proved to be a very interesting day for the
"Red Devils". Placed in direct support of "Task For ce
Meyers", the Battalion had three other Battalions t o reinforce
its fires. Forward observers joined the Task Force by 0800
hours, at which time the Battalion Commander and S- 2
reviewed the plan of supporting fires with the Task  Force
Commander. A three Battalion "TOT" (Time on Target)  was
planned for the enemy held high ground to the immed iate
front, from there on, all missions would be called on by
concentration number by the forward observers. A th ree sided
box was planned to completely surround the objectiv e area
thereby denying the enemy an escape route and preve nting
enemy reinforcements from coming into the area. Onc e
formed, the Task Force moved out at 0950 hours at w hich
time the TOT was fired. All Battalions massed beaut ifully in
the ensuing ten volleys. Under this murderous fire,  pinning
down the enemy, the tanks moved off with machine gu ns
blazing. As the TOT was completed, forward observer s promptly called for prearranged concentrations on
towns and high ground. Literally, the tank
column was preceded by marching artillery
fire "plastering" all high ground and towns.
Fourteen February continued mild and
overcast with visibility improving around
1000 hours. At 1500 hours, the Battalion
was directed to displace to the vicinity of
Yoju where it would reinforce the fires of
the 61st FA Battalion supporting the 5th
Cavalry Regiment of the 1st Cavalry
Division. This move was prompted by the
enemy's drive between Yoju and Wonju.
The enemy had already isolated the 38th
Regimental Combat Team of the 2nd
Division and threatened the 23rd Regiment
of the 2nd Division in Chipyong. The enemy
having cut their supply route from the
south, necessitated the 23rd Regiment to be
resupplied by Air Drop. 



Personal Reflections by Hal Remspear HQ Btry 50-51
February 1951
“We could determine how close we were to the front by the close air support. Flights of four
planes made their ground attacks. They fired their rockets on one pass, napalm on the next
pass, and then more passes were made until their ma chine guns ran out of ammunition. The
planes were either F-80 Shooting Stars, F-51 Mustan gs, or F4U Corsairs. The F-80s were
Lockheed jets, and their turning circle was much gr eater than the prop driven F-51s and F4Us.
The F-80s generally completed their circle behind u s, the F-51s and F4Us completed theirs in
front of us. When the prop driven planes circled be hind us, we knew we were very close to the
action, and in these cases we could see the rockets  streaming down and the napalm igniting in
balls of flame. The enemy was also visible trying t o run and hide from the air attacks. Shortly
after one of these attacks, I was riding in the bac k of the Colonel's jeep manning the radio and
responsible for the swivel mounted 30 caliber machi ne gun. We were scouting for a new
position further to the north and passed through an  area that had been hit from the air earlier
that day. We came across a group of enemy that had been burned black with napalm. Their
clothes were burned off. One was bent over on his h ands and knees with his two black testicles
hanging down. The Colonel's driver tried to make a crude joke out of the scene. I forget what he
said. The Colonel replied with a very cold remark, "That's disgusting, drive on sergeant." He was
right, it was disgusting to see and smell. I don't know what was worse, the affects of napalm or
white phosphorous. Fortunately, neither was ever us ed against us while I was there. “

Capt. Bessler  as road guide at Wonju Feb. 20 1951,
the day we joined the Marines. Notice how the town
has been flattened. (Mattingly)  
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The mission of our supported force, the 5th Cavalry  Regiment, was to break the enemy's hold and reopen
the supply routes between Yoju and Chipyong. Battal ion reconnaissance parties departed at 1615 hours
and selected positions in the stream bed at Yoju.  

Nineteen February came in clear and crisp, but was soon mellowed by a warm sun. The Battalion
Commander, S-3 and S-2 proceeded on reconnaissance of artillery positions well forward. Proceeding
north through the 27th British Brigade Sector, the reconnaissance parties turned east it Chuam-ni wher e
the 6th ROK Sector begun. Chuam-ni, some 6000 meter s north of our present position was the scene of a
major ambush which approached the proportions of a massacre. Some 60 to 70 American dead, lying
about the ditches and rice paddies with several bur ned vehicles testified to a surprise attack by the
enemy some four days ago. Apparently, a reconnaissa nce platoon from the 2d Division with "L" Company
of the 9th Regiment was stationed there as a holdin g force when the enemy attacked from the
neighboring hills during the early morning hours
catching everyone unprepared. The dead, a great
number of which were Negro Americans, had been
stripped of their shoes, trousers and other warm
clothing by the enemy. No evidence of digging-in or
preparing of positions was evident. The presence
of the dead was reported to IX Corps Headquarters
for action by the GRO as hundreds of troops were
passing on the road viewing the gruesome
spectacle.

February found the United Nations Forces
regenerating confidence as the result of their
advances in January. Shoulder to shoulder, they
moved ahead, at first cautiously then more boldly
as they convinced themselves that they were part
of a superior, better trained and better equipped
force. February saw the enemy renew his offensive
effort aimed at dividing our front in the vicinity of
Wonju.
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The enemy's initial successes were swiftly and effi ciently converted into setbacks in which the CCF wa s
made to pay a price unworthy of the effort. 

A great lesson is to be gained from comparing the r eactions of two RCT's to the enemy's offensive. One
RCT, under heavy enemy attack fought gallantly as i t coiled itself into an iron-ring perimeter at Chip yong.
This RCT, resupplied by air, was not only able to d efend itself against repeated enemy attacks, but
inflicted extremely heavy casualties upon the enemy . 

Another RCT, also under heavy enemy attack displace d to supposedly better positions giving up
deployed positions in an established perimeter for the road and unwisely moving at night. 

Meanwhile the enemy closed in on key points control ling the road and knocked out lead vehicles blockin g
the road to the entire column. The enemy then metho dically reduced the column with machine guns and
mortars. Infiltrators, heavily laden with grenades,  then created panic through an inferno of burning
vehicles and exploding ammunition with heavy losses  of life and equipment. In the presence of the
enemy, a unit can best defend itself in a developed  perimeter and should not be committed to the road at
night.

With the enemy offensive frustrated, February found  the U.N. Forces using their fire-power to greater
advantage through a more efficient utilization of c lose support aviation and a greater massing of arti llery. 

By the end of February, U.N. Forces were more confi dent than ever. They had retrieved the initiative f rom
the enemy and completely subjugated him to their wi ll.

Unit History for March 1951

March came in cold and crisp with a morning that
temporarily hampered observation. Promptly at 0750
hours this Battalion fired a preparation with the o ther four
artillery battalions of the Marine Division.

 Following this 1500 round preparation the 7th Mari ne
Regiment on the left sector jumped off for their ob jective,
a 900 foot hill. Only scattered resistance was enco untered
from neighboring high ground. Chinese dead and seve ral
prisoners testified to the effectiveness of the art illery
preparation. 

During the morning hours the Battalion Commander, S -2
and the Sergeant Major occupied a forward observati on
post from which the effectiveness of our artillery fire
could be observed. Major General Lowe, personal adv isor to President Truman, was present on the
observation post. 

At 1400 hours, Brigadier General Gillmore, IX Corps  Artillery, visited Battery "C" and observed the Ba ttery
in action firing on an enemy target. During the day  the Battalion fired some 600 rounds. During the
evening hours some 800 rounds were fired in harassi ng and interdiction missions.



C Battery Howitzer - Between
Hongchon and Chunchon
March 1951 (Harrison)

ANDREAS C. THIEL - SERV. BATTERY       
             KIA 31 MARCH 1951
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Fourteen March found the Marine Division resuming t he attack. Carefully
screening all hills, the Marines moved to within fo ur miles of Hongchon
without encountering any resistance. Maintenance of  automotive and
communications equipment was stressed during the da y. During the
afternoon hours the Battalion Commander, Battalion Executive and S-2
proceeded forward on reconnaissance for positions o n the other side of
the mountain pass. The only positions were found fo rward of our present
front line elements. These positions were reported to the S-3 of the Ilth
Marine Regiment with a request for clearance to mov e the Battalion in the
morning. The abandonment of the extremely treachero us mountain pass
Ounsan was difficult to understand. This 3000 foot mountain was well
dug-in, by the enemy, and could have cost much life  and effort to secure.
The logged-over dug-outs contained ammunition and r ice rations
indicating that the enemy bad pulled out in haste. Estimates indicated that
the enemy had pulled back some eight to ten miles n orth of Hongchon.  

The Battalion enjoyed a fine dinner of steak, fresh  potatoes and cabbage salad the first "A" ration in
weeks. All cooks exerted great effort to make this meal particularly attractive. With no targets to sh oot at,
the Battalion had some 3800 rounds on hand and cred its for 1800 more at the Ammunition Supply Point.

Twenty-Three March broke mild was a heavy smog cove ring the entire Chunchon valley greatly limiting
terrestrial and air observation. At 0650 hours the Battalion Commander, S-3 and Battery Commanders of
Batteries "A" and "C" proceeded to the northern out skirts of Chunchon. Behind the river dyke, ideal
positions were found. The two batteries rolled into  position at 0715 hours. Initial radio communicatio n
difficulties with the tanks were encountered since Company "C" of the 70th Tank Battalion did not have
the Artillery Channel on their tank radios. Rectifi ed by setting off the “tankers" channel on our FDC radio,
the Red Devils blazed away on several will adjust m issions. During the day the Battalion fired some 70 0
rounds in support of the tanks as they probed North -East and North-West encountering moderate
automatic weapons and mortar fire. The Battalion wa s credited with several hundred killed and wounded.
At 1915 hours, IX Corps Artillery called and stated  that The Battalion's mission was changed to reinfo rce
the fires of the 6th ROK Division as well as those of the Ist Cavalry Division. Further the Battalion was to
detach one Battery to the 24th Division and Battery  "B" of the 17th Field Artillery Battalion (8 inch
Howitzer) was attached to this Battalion.

Looking at the Battalion today, after six months of
active combat, it reflected a proud, well trained a nd
confident unit, well seasoned by combat experience
with all United States Divisions. Reflecting confid ence
in their leaders, their equipment and training, the  men
were welded together through mutual experience and
confidence in one another. The Battalion rallied we ll to competitive spirit by taking great pride in s eeing a
job well done. To a Commander it was a privilege to  have such a fine Command. A Battery Commanders
meeting was held at 1930 hours at which time defens ive measures were stressed since the present line
appeared to be one to be held until such time as th e United Nations clarified the status of the 38th
Parallel.

March 1951 Review
The month of March viewed in retrospect reflects co ntinuous success for the United Nations Forces
moving North, shoulder to shoulder. During this mon th the enemy found himself unable to muster enough
strength to counterattack at any one point in stren gth. His every effort was repulsed.
With milder weather and a more efficient utilizatio n of fire-power, the enemy was forced to give up an d
withdraw from exceptionally mountainous terrain tha t otherwise favored his defensive tactics had he
enjoyed adequate logistical support and manpower wi th which to execute it. Between Hoensong,
Hongchon, and Chunchon the enemy  not only relinqui shed difficult terrain without a fight but for the first
time gave evidence of abandoning field pieces, weap ons, ammunition and some food, attesting to the
enemies rapid withdrawal from his mountain perches.



A Battery Howitzer set for high-angle
fire Northwest of Chunchon April 1951
(Harrison)
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 With additional artillery due to arrive in the lin e, the United Nations fire power was certain to inc rease
greatly. This factor coupled with the rejuvenated m orale of all commands ,during the past two months
was certain to bring additional success. This new s pirit radiating throughout all ranks was largely du e to
the development of faith in the individual himself,  in his equipment and in his training. Together, sh oulder
to shoulder the UN Forces had worked their way to w ithin a few miles of the controversial 38th Paralle l.

Unit History For April 1951
The sixth of April made a mild and misty appearance . A dense
haze hung throughout all valleys making terrestrial  and aerial
observation exceptionally difficult. Forces in both  the 27th
British Brigade and the 6th ROK Divisions sector co ntinued
forward to line "Kansas" just North of the 38th Par allel. At 0815
hours, the Battalion Commander, S-3 and Executive O fficer
reconnoitered over the pass to the main Chunchon ro ad. Two
bridges of questionable capacity were carefully scr utinized, built
of native timber by unskilled workers, they adequat ely
accommodated 1/4 ton vehicles but their .capacity  beyond that
was questionable. Reaching the Pukhan River some 1, 200
meters North of Chunchon, a small bridge accommodat ed
vehicles up to 21/2  ton's. The river was fordable by M41's.
Continuing North, again crossing the Pukhan river i n the 7th
Marines sector, suitable positions were found. Cros sing the
disputed 38th parallel, the Battalion Commander and  S-3 stopped at the Command Post of the 2nd
Battalion of the 7th Marine Regiment. While discuss ing troops dispositions, the adjacent area was shel led
by 25 rounds of enemy artillery believed to be of a  105 caliber, causing everyone to hug the ground
affectionately. 

Twenty-Second April, a day long to he remembered wa s cool and clear with good observation in all
sectors. As planned, Battery "A" and Headquarters B attery, 92d Armored Field Artillery Battalion
displaced at 0800 to forward positions with Battery  "C" and the 2nd Rocket FA Battery. The Battalion
Commander with the S-1 left on an extensive reconna issance to include east-west and south-north roads
just north of Chichon-ni, the reconnaissance party visited the 7th Marine CP to verify the location of  front
line elements. Finding the line to IX Corps Artille ry out, the Battalion Commander left for IX Corps A rtillery
to talk with General Gillmore about engineer suppor t. Over the radio, our artillery continued to engag e
lucrative enemy targets of unusual size. At approxi mately 1920 hours a radio message indicated that Co .
"C" of the 2nd Chemical Mortar Bn was overrun by th e enemy. A short while later, Captain Hopkins,
Battery Commander of the 2nd Rocket (FA) Battery ca lled the Battalion Commander stating that he was
forced to displace some 2,000 yards to the rear as he was under enemy small arms fire. Challenging his
decision, the Battalion Commander inquired into the  Infantry situation. Captain Hopkins replied that t he
ROK Infantry was passing his position on the double , toward the rear and that the 27th ROK Battalion h ad
abandoned some of their weapons. At this point the Battalion Commander concurred in his displacement.
Shortly Captain Hines, the Battalion Liaison Office r with the 2nd ROK Regiment called the Battalion
Commander and informed him that he had been ordered  by KMAG to leave, that the situation was
completely out of hand. The Battalion Commander inq uired as to a defensive line to be occupied by the
reserve - however no information was available. Now  realizing, that this was an all out attack by the CCF,
the Battalion Commander stopped at the nearest mili tary installation to call General Gillrnore and app raise
him of the situation. General Gillmore concurred in  the Battalion Commander's plan to displace the 8 i nch
Howitzer Battery (A-17) to the rear and then to clo se all administrative vehicles with their respectiv e
Service Battery.

Captain Hopkins reported his Battery stalled on the  road by elements of the 987th AFA. The 987th had
pulled out ahead of the 2nd Rocket Battery and jamm ed an M7 on a filled turn making it impossible to
move it forward or rearward without caving-in the e ntire fill. This action caused elements of the 2nd
Rocket Battery and of the 27th ROK Artillery to bui ld up bumper to bumper. Arriving at the Battalion C P at
2140 hours the road was filled with administrative vehicles returning to the rear followed by hundreds  of
ROK soldiers retreating pell-mell to the rear.



PFC Calvin C. Grant C Btry
         KIA 24 April 1951
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 A call from, General Gillmore directed the most fo rceful measures taken to prevent the destruction of
equipment, and to enforce order. Road blocks were s et up and manned by officers of this command, to
gather retreating ROK soldiers. Groups of two and t hree hundred were marched forward in an effort to
restore a defense. The Battalion Commander called t he 987th on the radio and urged them to rally their
men and not to-destroy .any equipment. Meanwhile, C aptain Bessier Bn S-2, was ordered forward by the
Battalion Commander in effort to consolidate the RO K soldiers and have them outpost the hills on both
sides of the vehicle column. 

From 0100 hours thru 0400 hours, the stalled column  reported enemy activity in the neighboring hills
evidenced by flares and firing. Some small arms fir e was received. However, with news that a Marine
Battalion was being dispatched it was believed that  through faith and the rallying of man power that
daylight would find the situation well under contro l. Through the night the Battalion engaged many ene my
targets although there was no contact with forward observers. Throughout the night, the Battalion
Commander, in direct contact with Captain Hopkins, Captain Hines and Captain Bessier tried to
encourage them. A request from Captain Hopkins to d estroy his equipment was denied in the belief that
the worst had passed and that daylight would restor e the situation in our favor. General Gillmore call ed
during the night and urged the employment of most f orceful measures available. Desperately as we tried
to rally the ROK'S, of the several hundred returned  forward only 40 had returned to Captain Bessler's
location.

Around 0445, just as first light appeared and the f ull moon slid behind the hills, Captain Hopkins and
Captain Bessler reported the vehicle column under h eavy attack by CCF on both sides of the road.
Employing machine guns, mortars and grenades the CC F closed in on the column. With little hope for
immediate relief and in an effort to spare blood-sh ed, equipment was incapacitated by removing
mechanisms on the 105's and back plates on machine guns and abandoned.

By 0630, Captain Hopkins, Captain Bessler, and Capt ain Hines and the enlisted men from the vehicle
column closed in to the Battalion area. Under terri fic mental strain, some wounded; these brave men ha d
done an exemplary job. At 0650, General Gillmore ar rived at the Battalion CP with the lead elements of  the
Marine Battalion. Captain Bessler, already tired an d weary after his all night stand, accompanied the
Marines forward. Going over the situation with Gene ral Gillmore, the Battalion was ordered to displace  to
rearward positions in the vicinity of Chichon-ni. 

At 0045 24 April, Colonel Winecoff, Commanding Offi cer of the 11 th Marine Regiment called for the
Battalion Commander to attend a meeting at his CP. Following a discussion on plan of withdrawl the
Battalion Commander returned to the CP at 0230. Con sistent with instructions, Battery "A" of the 17th FA
Bn was alerted for movement at 0400. This Battalion  was alerted to move at 0530 following a hot
breakfast. The command was up by 0400 hours strikin g tents and packing gear. A hot breakfast was
served at 0445.

Just as the first light of day, was being followed by daylight, and men
finished breakfast, the Battalion position area was  taken under intense
automatic weapons fire from a hill  mass some eight  hundred yards away.
Concurrently 10 to 12-rounds of 60mm mortar landed in "C" Batteries
position. Full alert. was immediately sounded as me n, ran to their battle
stations in half-tracks and on the perimeter. In tw o minutes, the
Battalion's three batteries were returning murderou s fire into the series of
parallel trenches held by the enemy. The Battalion Commander from his
radio post in FDC contacted Battery Commanders and deployed Battery
"A" in a horseshoe for direct fire purposes. Meanwh ile Battery "C",
apparently the initial objective of the enemy was c harged by several CCF
loaded down with grenades but without weapons. Batt ery "C" mowed
them down with individual weapons and machine guns.  Observing two
CCF sheltered under an M41, Sgt. Theral C. Hatley j umped into his drivers
compartment and ground them into the ground. 
Meanwhile the large tracers of enemy 50 calibers co uld be spotted from
dug-in positions near the top of the Hill. 



MARIANO ARRENDONDO -A BATTERY
        KIA 24  APRIL 1951

OLIVER PORTER - A BATTERY
         KIA - 24 APRIL 1951

A Battery Howitzer - "on the way!" - South Of
Kapyong - May 1951 (Harrison)
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Observing these the Battalion Commander ordered Bat tery "A" to take them under direct fire with their
155 howitzers. Using HE and White Phosphorous the m achine guns were knocked out. Returning to the
FDC the Battalion Commander was ordered to cease fi re by the Marines who claimed that we were
shooting into their troops. The Battalion Commander  assured the Marines that the fire we were receivin g
were not rubber bullets and that we would continue to defend ourselves. Major Tucker, with the Battali on
Commander in FDC, was wounded in the arm when one o f the many bullets aimed at the FDC tent hit him.
Captain Arnett promptly took care of Major Tucker a s he gallantly went about treating the wounded. By
now the men were over their initial scare. Confiden ce and boldness developed into brazenness as the
men stood up in their holes taking "popshots" at gr oups of infiltrators trying to enter our position w ith
grenades to set, our ammunition trucks on fire. jus t as Captain Bessler was pointing out a sniper, hid den,
behind a rockpile, to a Sergeant manning a 50 calib er in a truck, the Sergeant was -instantly killed, falling
at Captain Bessler's feet. Another man instantly ma nned the machine gun. By now the situation appeared
under control as the volume of enemy fire increased  appreciably. 

At about 0700 our A.O.P. reported into the net. Lt.
Turner as spotter was made to search neighboring
hills and draws. Spotting two or three groups of 20  or
30 CCF our artillery was brought in with excellent
results. As Battery "C" cleaned up the last of the
enemy they engaged enemy concentrations with
indirect fire by radio. By 0730 everything was unde r
control as men grinned and exchanged remarks. Two
prisoners were taken and some 22 CCF killed within the Perimeter area as they at- tempted to infiltrat e
into the position. As a result of the attack the Ba ttalion suffered four killed and eleven wounded. By  later
count, the Marines reported 179 enemy killed and wo unded. Drilled and taught to cope with such a
situation the Battalion rallied splendidly displayi ng gallantry and many acts of heroism. This proved to be
a lucky day for Lt. Moody as a 30 Caliber entered h is steel helmet from the right front, grazed the lo be of
his ear leaving a big hole in the rear of the helme t. Officers wounded included Major Tucker and Capta in
Hine's, both evacuated.

April 1951 Summary
Viewed in retrospect, the month of April saw the Un ited Nations Forces well across the disputed 38th
Parallel, shoulder to shoulder, and with more artil lery then ever before, crisscrossing from one Divis ion
sector to the other. ,Moving cautiously, with close ly coordinated artillery and air support, the Unite d
Nations Forces probed deep and then consolidated th eir gains rapidly and systematically. Reports of th e
enemy's capabilities continued to confirm a heavy b uild-up of the enemy forces, capable of and expecte d
to launch a heavy spring offensive. Now fighting th rough extremely mountainous terrain devoid of
adequate road nets, many trails had to be developed  for the deployment of our mechanized forces. Of th e
entire months happenings, the one fact that remaine d outstanding, was that our troops require fervent
indoctrination to the degree that they possess comp lete confidence in their weapons, equipment and
ability. The mere presence of a numerically superio r enemy is no basis for the abandonment and
destruction of valuable equipment. Our superior equ ipment, if properly manned, will contribute greatly
towards the individuals' protection. All men must b e made to fight as infantry when necessary.

Unit History For May, 1951
Fourteen  May appeared heavily overcast gradually
turning to light rain lasting all l day. At 0915 ho urs a
Special Service show group reported for a
performance  within the Battalion area. A large
crowd enjoyed the show. At 0930 hours the
Battalion Commander visited the Battalion rear area .
The area was completely dug-in, entrenched and
wired-in. The Battalion Commander returned to the
CP at 1600 hours after a road reconnaissance. The
newly improved roads were holding out well under
the slow steady rain. 



Personal Reflection by Hal remspear HQ Btry 50-51

“May 19, 1951 We had been part of a massed artiller y barrage for several days advancing toward
the Pukhan River Dam. The CCF counter attacked, and  the ROK unit on our flank retreated. The
CCF was moving down a road toward our position. Our  howitzers were frequently readjusting as
the targets got closer to our position. Our air obs ervers reported enemy positions and casualties
until dark. No matter how many rounds we fired or h ow many casualties the CCF suffered, they
kept coming. Now we were firing at minimum range us ing charge one and maximum elevation.
The 155s sounded very strange with a very subdued s ound. After dark, the enemy could no longer
be observed. If he stayed on the current road, he w ould hit us head on. If he took the fork in the
road and followed the retreating ROKS, he would out flank us on our left. When he got too close to
fire on, our guns were readjusted and fired at more  distant known targets. Once again, I was dead
tired as I crawled into my half-track and fell asle ep oblivious to the noise or the danger. The next
day we discovered the CCF had chased the ROKs and a voided us. ” 
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Seventeen May broke with a bang. At 0030 hours, the  Artillery chattered madly in the 24th Division Sec tor
to our west  where the 5th RCT was under heavy pres sure. With a penetration in I company's sector, the
5th RCT pulled back another 3,000 yards at 0330 hou rs, leaving our left flank, against the Pukhan,
seriously exposed. Our blocking force, Company G, 2 nd  Battalion, 21st  Regiment had a ringside seat o n
the East bank of the Pukhan. 
Meanwhile, to our immediate front no enemy effort w as reported. At 0430 hours, a message from the 24th
Division reported the 5th RCT pulling back another 1,500 yards -placing a ford across the Pukhan into
enemy territory. Around 0440 hours, an enemy messag e, intercepted by the ROK'S, ordered the CCF to
avoid hill tops as they were receiving too many cas ualties from our Artillery. Another message, receiv ed
around 0500 hours ordered the CCF to move East and attack South. By 0730 hours, our outposts began
spotting enemy concentrations north of the Pukhan a nd just across the dam on hill 174.

Lieutenant Hertz, with good communications, on his perch overlooking the river and the dam brought
our Artillery to bear with devastating results. Rea lizing the dam as a natural avenue of approach and the
only crossing of the wide Pukhan, behind the dam, o ur artillery interdicted the dam densely and
irregularly. Meanwhile our artillery blasted away o n hill 174 just north of the darn. An air OP report ed 300
casualties on hill 174. Shifting from target to tar get to our front, showing no mercy, the artillery o f "Lindy
Lou" by1000 hours had fired some 1,800 rounds on th e enemy with excellent results. Meanwhile to the
Northeast in the 2nd Regiment Zone, the Liaison Off icer reported the Infantry pulling back under enemy
pressure. In attempting to bring artillery to bear he reported that he had to move out. In this zone, the
enemy using crude rafts and tree branches and benef itting from the shallow river bed, infiltrated his way
South in conjunction with the deployment of a heavy  enemy force to the East. Communications with all
forward installations remained excellent at all tim es.  At 1020 hours, IX Corps Artillery ordered Task  Force
"Lindy Lou" to displace by Battery to positions som e 4,000 yards to the rear. 

Eighteen May found a full moon by which the CCF con tinued to press the 24th Division to our left.
However our lines held as Artillery blasted away in  TOT's massing more artillery than we had heretofor e
in Korea. Ammunition trains worked desperately to k eep ammunition by the guns as all available
transport was utilized to haul ammunition.

Nineteen May appeared overcast with light showers. Lieutenant Hertz ,and Lieutenant Venable
continued to press forward seeking out enemy target s. Again, at best our artillery could fire only
interdiction and harassing missions of our own choo sing as our Liaison Officer, Captain Lousteau,
continued to report no communications with the comp anies. Targets picked up by our observers had to
be scrutinized carefully as one Company did not kno w the location of the other. Generally, the enemy
hid out in heavily wooded evergreen patches apparen tly awaiting resupply before he resumed his
efforts. During the afternoon several Company-size       groups were fired upon through our observers
with good results. Moving with the Infantry our obs ervers reported the ROK Infantry as unwilling to
engage the enemy.



     Firing Battery Spring 1951 (Mattingly)
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 Upon receiving fire, the ROK Infantry failed to de ploy and maneuver to engage the enemy. They
preferred to pull back and call for artillery. Mort ars were not employed and the use of machine guns w as
rare.

Twenty May found a full moon. All available artille ry crunched the enemy's every effort to penetrate o ur
lines. By morning the Battalion Commander requested  permission to return the artillery to its former
location. With General Gillmore's concurrence, the artillery closed by 1030 hours. Visiting  the 31st
Regiment the Battalion Commander recommended positi ve measures to insure better communications.
The use of mortars on enemy targets' was encouraged . With the enemy's initial efforts thwarted - the
United Nations sought to convert his spring offensi ve into a United Nations offensive. Crippled by the
devastating fire power, the enemy was forced to pau se for regrouping, consolidation and resupply.

It was in this off-balance position that the United  Nations
unleashed its might on twenty May. In zone, the 32n d and 17th
Regiments moved out in the attack leaving the disor ganized 31st
in reserve. As Lieutenants Hertz and Venable presse d forward
with the Infantry gains of 4 to 5 thousand yards we re registered.
The enemy's complexion had changed from one of
determination to one of reluctance. He refused to e ngage our
forces. All along the general defense line -the fir e power of the
United Nations poured steel into every enemy concen tration.
Following this great barrage of artillery and air t he UN Forces
moved out in pursuit of the defeated enemy.

The great enemy Spring Offensive had been turned in to a United Nations victory. To our front as the
enemy sought to escape north - our artillery pinned  him down. Tired and weary after several days of
sustained firing under heavy tension - the personne l of Task Force "Lindy L:ou" enjoyed a reasonable
night's sleep - proud of their accomplishments.

Twenty three May was clear after 1100 hours. Many  large  groups of CCF were observed retreating
North. At  0830 hours the Battalion Commander and S -3 proceeded North on reconnaissance. At 1330
hours the Battalion Commander visited Headquarters,  IX Corps Artillery and  received instructions to
move the Battalion into the vicinity of Saggong-ni.  The Battalion was alerted to move at 1405 hours an d
closed in its forward positions at 1430 hours. A ch ange in the Task Force organization returned Batter y
"C" to this Battalion, leaving the 2nd Rocket Batte ry attached. Battery "13" of the 937th FA (Long Tom )
Battalion was attached to the Battalion. The Battal ion could not fire on targets due to communication
difficulties with the ROK units. Plans for early di splacements in the morning were made. No missions
were fired during the night.                       
Twenty five May appeared warm with a heavy smog han ging over most valleys. This smog, possibly the
result of fires started by the Chinese to conceal t heir retreat, hampered our observation in most
sectors. Throughout the front the Chinese fled Nort h. Outflanked and cut-off they hideout in wooded
draws until flushed out by artillery. This morning an aerial observer observed a group of about two
hundred swimming the Pukhan River in an attempt to escape. Promptly engaged by our time-fire, an
estimated 150 were killed.

Twenty seven May found the Battalion up at 0430 hou rs in a pouring rain. After a warm breakfast the
men struck camp and were ready to roll at 0615 hour s. The Battalion Commander and Battery
Commanders departed on reconnaissance at 0615 hours , arriving in Chunchon at 0730 hours. Positions
were selected Northeast of Chunchon from which the Battalion could support the 7th Infantry and 6th
ROK Divisions. 

Thirty May appeared overcast and rainy hampering ou r observation. Throughout the morning hours, the
artillery continued to chatter at enemy targets. Th e enemy, apparently a relatively small force, was m aking
a determined stand for the Hwachon-Kumwha corridor.



 27
Thirty one May made a heavy overcast appearance gra dually giving way to sunny skies by 1200 hours.
Friendly air became active as weather cleared and e ngaged several enemy targets. During the day the
Battalion Commander reconnoitered North and East fo r road nets and suitable artillery positions. All
along the Hwachon Reservoir hundreds of pack animal s and carts had been knocked out by artillery and
air. Several artillery pieces of 76 and 105 caliber  were observed by the road side, with some fifteen 20mm
antiaircraft weapons. Dead Chinese, victims of arti llery and air lined the road and the stench was
revolting. Our position area gradually dried out af ter being submerged by the heavy downpour. 

May 1951 in Retrospect
Viewed in retrospect the month of May first found t he United Nations Forces completely disengaged
from the enemy. Well dug-in, behind a highly organi zed defense-line that boasted an unprecedented
quantity of criss crossing artillery fire, the Unit ed Nations awaited the CCF's next move. finally on May
eighteen, his long awaited Spring Offensive was lau nched in its typical mass of humanity. However,
unmercifully, the steel of the United Nations fire power withered the enemy's mass of flesh. Extended,
committed, the enemy was seriously hurt. In this se nsitive and vulnerable position the United Nations
launched an offensive that caught the enemy off bal ance and licking, his wounds. During the balance of
May the United Nations Forces not only recrossed th e disputed 38th Parallel but cut deeply into North
Korea. Several large enemy troop concentrations wer e surrounded and cut-off. Several thousand
prisoners were taken and much equipment was destroy ed. In a highlight feature of the Korean War,
United Nations Artillery chewed away at large enemy  troop concentrations attempting to escape,
destroying hundreds of pack-animals, wagons and sup plies. The toll in enemy killed ran into several
thousands. Prisoners testified that they could not withstand the deadliness of United Nations Artiller y
and Air.  Thus May  saw the Chinese Spring Offensive smartly turned into a United Nations pursuit. At the
close of this month the United Nations stood poised , ready to drive for the Chorwon-Kumha Corridor.
During this period the Battalion fired its 60th tho usand round in Korea.

Unit History for June, 1951
Two June broke heavily fogged-over in most sectors gradually clearing by 1000 hours. Air OP's risking
the fog again spotted lucrative enemy targets which  were promptly taken under Artillery fire. At 0700
hours reconnaissance parties departed for the assig nment of a new position in Hwachon. The Battalion
minus Battery "B" and Service followed 30 minutes l ater. Units closed in new positions by 0930 hours
and promptly engaged enemy targets. At 1100 hours t he Battalion Commander called General Gillmore
and suggested that Battery "B" be moved forward. Ge neral Gillmore concurring, the Battalion
Commander displaced Battery "B" at 1400 hours and t he 2nd Rocket FA Battery with the Battalion in
Hwachon.
Four June continued overcast and rainy. Our Infantr y continued to push forward slowly and cautiously
against sporadic resistance. The enemy, well dug-in  in layered bunkers, was difficult to extricate. At
1130 hours IX Corps Artillery requested a road reco nnaissance be made to the North West to
Sangsillaeri.

Nine June continued overcast with heavy intermitten t showers. The Battalion Commander and Battery
Commanders continued to press reconnaissance forwar d. In the left sector good progress was made by our
Infantry. However in the right sector resistance pr oved a little more determined in the form of a dela ying
action along the road axis to Kumhwa. Under determi ned effort, the enemy yielded ground, apparently
resolved to withdraw  beyond the great Chorwon-Kumh wa Corridor. 

Thirteen June was clear providing good observation throughout the day. The long hours of daylight rang ing
from about 0515 hours through 1130 hours gave the e nemy few hours rest from our air. To our front the
enemy continued to fight a delaying action. Our for ces already in Chorwon anti Kumwha pressed the enem y
sufficiently to give up large stores of supplies. T hroughout the day our artillery engaged groups of f rom
forty to a hundred enemy attempting to work their w ay North through mountain trails. On this day the
Battalion fired its sixty thousandth round in Korea .



C Battery Firing 75,000th round in
Korea 1951 (Turner)

1951 - Battlefield
commission for NCO
Sgt. Elder (Mattingly)  

            B Battery 1951 (Thorne)
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Seventeen June broke exceptionally clear developing  into a beautiful summer day. Friendly air was acti ve
all day long developing several enemy targets to ou r front. Brigadier General Gillmore visited the
Battalion at 1330 hours. At 1410 hours the Battalio n Commander proceeded North and West on
reconnaissance to within three miles of Kumhwa. Pos ition areas were selected should the need arise to
occupy them. At 1630 hours Protestant services were  held. At 1915 hours a meeting with all officers wa s
held at which time rotation and the efficiency of t he Command were discussed. During the day men
enjoyed showers at the Battalion shower point, inst alled in a nearby creek. Small, compact, the shower
unit imposed no transportation problem to the comma nd and proved a great morale factor.

Twenty-five June made a clear appearance developing  into the
warmest day of the year. Friendly air was active th roughout
the day striking at enemy assembly areas and fortif ications. At
1200 hours Lieutenant General Hoge, Commanding Gene ral,
IX U.S. Corps fired the 75,000th projectile in Kore a. At a simple
ceremony, General Hoge and General Gillmore were pr esented
with the 75,000th projectile-appropriately marked. The Corps
Commander and Corps Artillery Commander assisted in  the
ramming. Lieutenant General Hoge pulled the lanyard  assisted
by General Gillmore. A turkey dinner was served fol lowing the
ceremony with General Hoge and General Gillmore as dinner
as guests of the Battalion Commander.

June 1951 in Retrospect
June witnessed the UN Forces, once again shoulder t o shoulder,
pressing the enemy well North of the 38th Parallel as he sought to execute an orderly delaying action.  To this
end, the enemy displayed considerable skill and eff iciency through his ability to hold up our advance,  when
he chose, with small groups of troops, well dug-in and equipped with automatic weapons, covered by mor tar
and some artillery. Caught under the pressure of th e UN pursuit, closing-in on his heavy built-up area  of
Chorwon - Pyonggong, Kumhwa, and South East through  Hwachon to Inje in the East, the enemy struggled
to extricate his supplies of food, ammunition and e quipment. Only partially successful, large cache's of
supplies were abandoned in irrigation ditches, nati ves homes and freshly dug holes in cultivated field s.

Apparently uncertain as to the United Nations Offen sive
intentions, the enemy gave ground rapidly across th e Southern
mountain mass overlooking the great plains connecti ng
Wonsan with the "Iron Triangle". In fact, the enemy  gave up
real estate more quickly that the UN Forces cared t o acquire,
as evidenced by several pauses through the latter p art of June.
The enemy, however, reacted quickly to our hesitanc y by
moving in and digging-in across
from line "Ermine" from which
positions he defended and patrolled
stubbornly. The area from line
"Ermine", North through Kumsong
could have been ours uncontested,
had the UN Forces been interested in
real estate. The latter part of the

month witnessed Battalion size limited-objective at tacks aimed at keeping the
enemy "off balance" and confused. These attacks cau sed considerable loss to the
enemy in equipment and supplies as he was dislodged  from his bunkers.
Unit History for July 1951
Four July, the 175th Anniversary of our Independenc e appeared clear and cooler
with a high overcast that did not hinder observatio n. Activity to the front
continued relatively quiet with only minor incident s. During the day the National
Colors, Battalion Standard and "Red Devil" flag wer e  displayed, with all
Batteries furnishing guards.



     Rok Presidential Unit Citation  

Chinese POWs taken in Summer 1951 (McMenemy)
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At 1145 hours Battery Commanders assembled their Co mmands around the guns for the firing of the
salute to the Nation. The 48 gun salute was fired a t five second interval beginning at 1200 hours.
Following this the Preamble to the Constitution and  the opening portion of the Declaration of
Independence was read to all men. At 1300 hours, at  a representative ceremony, SFC Earl F Elder of
Service Battery was commissioned a 2nd Lt., Artille ry. At 1530 hours Brigadier General Gillmore,
Commanding General of IX Corps Artillery visited th e Battalion. Everyone listened to the news
broadcasts for the latest developments on cease fir e talks.

A letter from Headquarters Eighth Army dated 10 Jul y, informed the
Battalion that it was entitled to the ROK President ial Unit Citation
for action with the 7th Infantry Division during th e period 15
through 27 September 1950.

Twenty July continued heavily overcast with continu ous wind-driven showers apparently signifying the
arrival of the long awaited Monsoon season. With th e Battalion area a quagmire of mud, men attempted
to drain and improve irrigation of the area. Some c lasses were held in tents but most outdoor training
had to be cancelled. Battery B, of the 17th FA Bn. continued to improve its position under a serious
handicap of mud.

Twenty-three July made a heavily overcast appearanc e with threatening showers that gradually gave way
to clear weather. As defined by an Eighth U.S. Army  directive this Battalion was entitled to five Batt le
stars for Korea. 

Thirty-one July appeared overcast after several hea vy showers during the night. On this last day of Ju ly the
Battalion continued to reinforce the fires of the 2 4th Division Artillery and those of the 18th ROK Fi eld
Artillery Battalion. The Battalion's strength reste d at 29 Officers, 3 Warrant Officers and 607 enlist ed men.

July 1951 in Retrospect
July may be characterized by its relative inactivit y
wherein both sides, dug-in and dispatched patrols
into one another's lines. Influenced by the cease f ire
negotiations in Kaesong, both sides displayed
restrained aggressiveness. During July, the United
Nations Forces launched several limited objective
attacks aimed at keeping the enemy off balance and
obtaining timely enemy order of battle information.
Prisoners taken to our front revealed the arrival o f
new units replacing those encountered in June's
advance.

During July sufficient enlisted replacements were
received to realize the rotation of two-thirds of t he
Battalion's original personnel. Regrettably, office r
replacements continued scarce with a total of one r eceived during July. Three Sergeants were awarded
Battlefield Commissions during July, to bring the t otal to eight, received in Korea.
End - Excerpts From 92 nd AFA BN Book By Col. Leon F. Lavoie



WILLIAM F. LONG -
KILLED IN ACTION 14
OCTOBER 1951
(Long Family)
 

DONALD JOHNSON - B BATTERY 

    KIA 5 NOVEMBER 1951

     Lt. Col. Edward Cleveland CO

      January 1952 - August 1952

Lt. Col. Dale E.Buchanan CO
September 1951 - January
1952

CHRISTOPHER DONALL 
 KIA 7 MARCH 1952
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Begin: Excerpt from “92 nd AFA BN History”  

August 1951 And Thereafter

The 92nd spent the latter part of 1951 and most of 1952 in support of various ROK and American
divisions in the Kumhwa Valley area on the central front facing hill 1062 (Papa San). The Red Devils w ere
in direct support of the ROK 2nd Div and the U.S. 7 th Div in the battle for Triangle Hill during Octob er.

End: Excerpt from “92 nd AFA BN History”  

 



Osong Mountain (background) friendly
outpost (foreground) - view taken from the
MLR (Settlemire)
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Begin: Excerpts from article “Struggle for Kumhwa R idges” By John Randolph

Central Front Korea, Nov. 1, 1952 (AP)
Savage Battles Among Ridges  

Editors Note - For two weeks bloody fighting has
been swirling about Triangle Hill and  Sniper Ridge
in Korea. Why have both sides seen fit to sacrifice
so many men for these  hills, and what is the
fighting like? Mr. Randolph, 34, a veteran reporter
from Michigan,  here describes the actual fighting.
He was decorated with the Silver Star a year ago by
Gen. Van Fleet for helping carry wounded
infantrymen to safety. 

Osong Mountain (Papa San), strongest Communi
st fortress in Korea, looms over Kumhwa  Valley a
brooding, sinister, evil shape. Below its five grea t
rocky bastions two long  ranges topped by the crests
of Triangle Hill and Sniper Ridge, stretch to the
southeast  deep in Allied territory.  To win
commanding heights of Sniper Ridge and Triangle
Hill of these two lesser  ranges, the Allies have been
fighting a savage, swaying battle since the morning
of Oct. 14  - and the end is not yet.  

Losses About Equal
The losses of brave men in this concentrated bloody  violence cannot be revealed at  this time. But when
the numbers are made public, this bitter struggle f or the Kumhwa  ridges will take its rightful place among
the more terrible battles of the Korean war -  Kunu, the Changjin Reservoir, Hoengsongs Massacre V alley
and Heartbreak Ridge.  For it has been one of the major actions of the war , a solid Allied assault against a
fortified hill system by the full strength of two d ivisions, one American and one South  Korean. The losses
were shared almost equally.  Americans will be both proud and sad at the deeds o f their young men in the
Seventh  Infantry Division. And the Colombians and Ethiopian s whose battalions were on these  hills, can
be assured that their sons fought among the best.  

Hq Btry formation summer 1952 (Settlemire)



Triangle Hill Through The BC      
  Scope Fall 1952 (Crosby)
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To understand this battle, you must see the land in  your minds eye.  Imagine the crouching Sphinx of
Egypt looking Southeast. Its big head and heavy  shoulders are reared high. In front stretch two lon g lean
cat legs, ending in curled paws.

LEFT LEG SNIPER RIDGE 

The head and the shoulders are Onsong. The right
leg is Triangle and its cluster of  smaller heights -
Jane Russell, Pikes Peak -- and Little Sandy. The
left leg is Sniper  Ridge, with Pinpoint Hill near the
paw and The Yoke a ridge junction closer to the
Sphinx.  Onsong itself is a bulky mass, made up of
five towering ridges that curve inward to a  central
crest, like a five armed swastika or a whirling
pinwheel. Its top rises 3500 feet  from the valley
below. Today the Allies are on both southeastern
ridges leading up to the Sphinx itself, still  fighting
hard, and about half way up to the legs.  Just off the
Sphinxs right paw is Kumwha Junction, once a
bustling provincial capital  , but now only a flat
pasture - if there were only cattle to graze on it.

A STRATEGIC SPOT 

Even without walls and people, Kumhwa is an importa nt place, the
exact strategic  center of the 155 mile Korean front, and one of the  most
important Allied positions in  Korea.  It still is the junction of five roads, a
river and a railroad that may someday run again.  It is also the eastern
anchor of the central Korean plain that is known as  the Iron Triangle
which is held half by the U.N. and half by the Comm unists. More
important than that,  Kumhwa is the Seoul invasion gateway on the
northeast. There is no doubt that as long as the en emy holds Osong -
to say nothing of the  Sphinxs legs, Kumwha is not safe.  For a year and
a half, during daylight, Chinese eyes have watched every man and
truck  that crossed that junction, and night or day, winte r or summer,
Kumhwa receives more  shells than rain.  

ATTACK IS LAUNCHED  

Gen. Van Fleet gave the orders that put the Kumhwa front into motion in the early  dawn of October 14,
sending U.S. Seventh Division against the Triangle Hill ridges and  the ROK Second Division against
Sniper.  As for the fighting itself, it reached a pitch of f erocity that, with the similar battle for  White Horse
Hill, is new to Korea. In almost every way, it rese mbles - on a narrow sector  - the savage trench warfare in
Flanders in the first world war. It is also akin to  such deadly World War II fights as Monte Cassino,
Tarawa, Iwo Jima,  Saipan and Okinawa. When the full tale is told, it may lead some of these in loss of life.



7th Inf Div wounded on Hill 598 Kumwha Oct.
1952

Kumwha - Triangle Hill (foreground) Hill 1062         
       (background)- October 1952(Settlemire)
        92nd barrage landing on Triangle Hill

Air Strike on Hill 1062 1952 (Settlemire) 
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SHELLS CRASH STEADILY  

Look out the narrow slit of a forward observation
bunker and imagine desolate brown  mountain
crests, bathed in full sunlight, stripped of trees and
plants, and churned to ashy  sand by the consistent
crash of shells.  Tiny figures - men - work their way
up the sandy slopes that are as pitted as a
pockmarked face, one shell hole merging into
another.  Every few seconds an incoming shell (this
is quiet firing, not a real barrage) bursts  on the
crest or slopes, sending up an ugly burst of brown-
black smoke and churning the  sand with jagged
steel fragments.  Many miss, but some land among
the attackers. Then litter bearers converge and
slowly  struggle down the slopes, still under fire,
with their torn burdens.

GIs PRESS FORWARD 

Up on the crest - and there are both Koreans
and Americans there - men inch their  way
forward through paths of machine-gun bullets
and among the shell bursts, hoping to  blind a
Chinese bunker with their rifles or flame
throwers and then to blow it in with  blocks of
TNT. This is the deadliest job of all. Whether it
succeeds or fails some of these men in the
demolition and fire parties are almost always
killed or wounded as they leap from shell  hole
to shell hole.

PLAN RUSHING ATTACK  

From time to time an air strike hits the enemy moun tain
with bombs or napalm, the  screams of the jets in their
power dives sounding all too much like an incoming
whopper.  As darkness falls, the shell bursts turn to
flashes of orange and yellow, and you know  that in the
black night men on one side or the other are creepi ng
forward, seeking out  weak spots for a rushing attack.
When there is a night battle, to get light for thei r machine
gunners the Allies turn on  batteries of searchlights while
flare planes and star shells hang new lights in the  sky.  



North of Chorwon - late November    1952 (Settlemir e)
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Red tracers from machine guns cut the air like Roma n candles; green and red Chinese  signal flares soar
up and up and up; and the firing rises to a crescen do as the artillery of  each side works itself into a fury.  

The brown familiar peaks of daytime become strange monsters in the thin blue flare  light; erratic smoke
trails daub the sky like a futuristic nightmare. It  is a premiere of hell.  Out of the lonely center of the fire,
little lost figures of men grapple one another in t he shaking light, shooting, clubbing, stabbing, hurlin g
grenades, and even choking with the  bare hands. Somehow, in the confusion, one side fel ls victory and
the other gives ground. The  fighters break apart, the losers pull back, the win ners to burrow feverishly
into the shifting  sand. .

DAYLIGHT IN EAST  

The artillery dies down to random thudding. Another  eternity has passed. There is  daylight in the east.
The shadows melt away, and it is dawn again, with t he long fingers of the sun picking  out the fresh
bodies on the hill.  Men huddle in their holes, thankful for the warm su n, fearful for the new day, and the
guns  mutter their endless liturgy of death. 

End -Excerpts from article “Struggle for Kumhwa Rid ges” By John Randolph  

Begin: Excerpt from “92 nd AFA BN History”  

In November of 1952, as the North Korean
winter moved in with snow and below zero

temperatures, the 92nd moved westward north
of Chorwon to support the U.S. units on the

front line.  
Major casualties occurred during June-July

1953 shortly before the truce was signed while
the 92nd was providing support for Outpost
Harry. This engagement had an especially

heavy counter battery barrage directed at the
92nd, and incoming rounds were received in all

the firing batteries. Able Battery was hardest
hit with two killed and 17 wounded .

End: Excerpt from “92 nd AFA BN History”  



HERMAN L. McCOLLUM  A BATTERY 
         KIA 17 JUNE 1953

WILLIAM T. MOORE - A BATTERY 
         KIA 17 JUNE 1953

KENNETH R. BASHAM - B BATTERY   
         KIA 8 FEBRUARY 1953

Air Section L-19 - James Dorland was KIA over enemy
territory as an air observer and Landon Reid was ta ken
as a POW on 26 March 1953.

JAMES N. DORLAND - HQ BATTERY -           
     KIA 26 MARCH 1953
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Begin: Excerpts from  “Memorable Battles of the Korean War”
Outpost Harry  : See Web Pages http://www.ophsa.org/  and  http://www.kwvm.com/

“HOLD AT ALL COSTS. Dan Braucher
of Willowbrook, Illinois, a member of
the Korean War Museum, reminded
America not to forget the siege of
Outpost Harry by writing an article
about OP Harry in the September 1992
issue of The Graybeards. In
Graybeards, Dan summed up the
events of one of the worst battles in
Korean War history. We ran across his
article while browsing through old
editions of the magazine not long ago, and found it  to be a perfect complement to interviews which hav e
been conducted by the staff of the Korean War and D ouglas County Museums in Tuscola. Member Martin
Markley, who was a company commander at OP Harry, t old us a few other details about Harry for our
article. We combined the Braucher/Markley informati on, excerpts from interviews, information from
declassified documents, and data from government mi litary records to bring our viewers this feature
article about Outpost Harry.

Harry was an outpost east of the Chorwon Valley wit h sister outposts to the West called Tom and Dick.
OP Dick was about 100 yards in front of the Main Li ne of Resistance, and Tom was about 250-300 yards
in front and below the MLR. The later was the floor  of the valley. Harry, which was over 400 yards fro m
the MLR, was also higher than the MLR, making suppl y much more difficult. The route to the outpost was
under constant enemy observation and fire, and its height made it harder to pack supplies up the hill.
Unlike Tom and Dick, which could get supporting fir e from the MLR, Harry got less close supporting fir e
from the MLR because company 60mm mortars and the h eavy machine guns did not have enough range.
Harry relied more on artillery and heavy mortars co mpanies. For political leverage (and because Harry
had a commanding view of all the division area whic h the Chinese Communist Forces wanted), the CCF
were attempting to take Harry, and as many UN Outpo sts as possible before the soon-to-be cease fire
(July 27, 1953). If the CCF took Harry, they would have controlled the entire area.

 In a war zone, each unit is assigned an area of
responsibility - sometimes yards, sometimes miles,
depending on the size and number of units available
in the area as well as the terrain. Outposts Tom, D ick
and Harry were in the Third Infantry Division area of
responsibility for weeks before the infamous June
1953 siege took place. The 15th Infantry Regiment
was responsible for Harry and Tom at that time, and
the Greeks who were attached to the 15th Infantry
Regiment were responsible for OP Dick. The 65th
Infantry Regiment went to reserve June 5, leaving t he
3rd battalion of the 15th Infantry Regiment in char ge
of the immediate OP Harry sector, with King yards o f
the MLR. If outposts were lost to the CCF the MLR
and the route to South Korea would be in grave
jeopardy so orders came down from 8th Army
through the 3rd Division to "hold it at all costs."
 



92 AFA BN road march to Kumsong
area June/July 1952 (Dwyer)
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In the evening of June 10th, K Company, commanded b y Capt. Martin A. Markley, was hit by a large
number of CCF after a tremendous artillery and mort ar barrage. Markley had been briefed earlier that d ay
on what was about to happen on Harry, and he in tur n briefed his men. Ammo and communications were
checked, as were final protective fires. "Everyone prepared to fight," said Markley, "and some knew th ey
would likely die." 

CCF regiment-sized forces (three infantry battalion s, tanks, mortars -- at least three times larger th an a
battalion) hit and succeeded in overrunning the out post for a time. When K company got under cover in
bunkers, friendly Variable Time (VT) artillery was called in to stop the CCF attack. The artillery rou nds
exploded in the air rather than on impact, and this , plus hand-to-hand combat, finally drove the CCF o ff
of Harry that night. K Company was so depleted that  they were immediately reinforced by a reserve
platoon and then replaced by another company of the  3rd Battalion. 

The CCF continued their nightly attacks with forces  up to 3600 and thousands of artillery and mortar
rounds. All nine rifle companies of the 15th Infant ry, as well as units of the Greek battalion and 5th  RCT,
took part in reinforcing and holding Harry against tremendous odds.  Estimates are that 88,810 enemy
rounds over 81mm size, as well as mortars, were fir ed on Harry during the course of the main attacks. 
Friendly mortar and artillery units in conjunction with friendly tank fired 368,185 rounds over 81mm s ize. 

The 39th and the 58th Field Artillery, as well as t he 92nd
Armored Field Artillery, were firing as fast as pos sible. The top
of the outpost was so pulverized  with artillery an d mortar fire
that bodies were later found eight feet below the e xisting
surface. This photo of Harry, taken in March of 195 3, shows a
bleak and rocky incline. The enemy forces employed against
Outpost Harry during the period 10-18 June were tab ulated by
Intelligence Sections to be substantially as follow s June 10-1l -
a reinforced CCF regiment of approximately 3,600 CC F; June
11-12 - a CCF regiment of approximately 2,850; June  12-13 - a
reinforced CCF regiment; June 13-14 - an estimated 100 CCF;
June 14-15 - an estimated 120 CCF; June 15-17 - neg ative; June
17-18 - a CCF regiment. Several UN companies involv ed took
up to 80% casualties.

 Declassified information about Outpost Harry now s hows that
"hold at all costs" meant a high price in human liv es. From June 10 to the 18th, the casualty figure w as
15th Infantry Regiment - 68 KIA, 343 WIA, 35 MIA; K ATUSA - 8 KIA, 51 WIA, 7 MIA; Greek Force - 15 KIA,  36
WIA, 1 MIA.   Attached and supporting units 5th RCT  - 13 KIA, 67 WIA, 1 MIA; 10th Engr. Bn. - 5 KIA, 2 3
WIA; 39th FA - 5 KIA, 13 WIA. Armored personnel car riers and tanks were used to evacuate the WIAs and
the KIAs in the aftermath of each attack. Replaceme nt companies and engineers also joined in carrying
the dead and wounded down the hill so they could be  transported on to an aid station. When fighting,
Markley noted, medical attention often had to wait.  Buddies helped each other, often giving first aid until
the medics arrived. The 15th "Can Do" Infantry Regi ment held Outpost Harry at a dear price against
overwhelming odds. This action prevented a CCF brea kthrough just before the truce. From June 10 to
June 18, the entire 74th CCF Division was utilized against this position and at the end of the engagem ent
was considered combat ineffective. Overall, the ene my casualties at Outpost Harry were KIA (counted) -
223; KIA (estimated) - 1450; WIA 3000.”

End - Excerpts from  “Memorable Battles of the Korean War”



Lt. Col. Ralph Elliott
CO February 1953 -
September 1953

  92nd AFA Bn Firing Battery 1953(Dwyer)
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Begin: Excerpt from “92 nd AFA BN History” 

92nd AFA BN Action July 1953

“In mid-July 1953 the Communist Chinese Forces laun ched their last large scale
offensive of the Korean War. The attack, which cons isted of ten enemy
divisions, was the largest offensive in two years. The firing batteries of the
battalion, after having sustained horrific artiller y, rocket, and mortar fire on the
evening of July 13, were again taken under direct a ttack by communist regular
forces. When faced with mass attacking human waves in overwhelming
numbers, the batteries were ordered to conduct a st rategic withdrawal. Baker
and Charlie Batteries found themselves being infilt rated by communist Chinese
soldiers. Conducting a breakout, Baker and Charlie Batteries fought their way
from the encirclement and were soon reestablished a nd immediately became
operational. Setting the Howitzers in record time, Baker and Charlie went from
total disengagement to pouring shells back into the  advancing communist
forces. The tenacity and fortitude of these men ser ved as an example of bravery under fire to every Re d
Devil in the battalion. By this time the 92nd had g ained a reputation of unexcelled excellence

The advance was stopped 36 hours after it began. Du ring this time the 92nd sustained two enlisted
soldiers killed, the S-2 Officer was killed, and tw enty seven were wounded and eight Red Devils listed  as
missing in action. Most of the MIAs were repatriate d in Operation Big Switch concluding the final peac e
accord. In the 36 hours of solid combat it stands a s a tribute to the Red Devils of the limited human loss.
This fact clearly speaks to the professionalism and  skill craft learned in the earlier bitter battles by the
92nd.”

End - Excerpt from “92 nd AFA BN History”

Begin: Excerpt From Hugh R. Lafferty, Personal Refl ection:

“Retired Captain Artillery, 1st Lt. Arty Korea Batt ery C, 92nd Armored Field Artillery Battalion 

Early July 1953, most of us realized this Korea Con flict
(never a declared war) was "winding down" and would  be
over soon. Intelligence reports from Army and Corp filtered
down re a possible enemy thrust near Kumsong, Centr al
Front. Objective? Straigkiten out the MLR (front li ne Main
Line of Resistance) before the Armistice. Our lines  tracked
northeast for a few hundred yards and the Chinese d idn't
like this "spike in the lines". They wanted the kil ler lines
nice and neat--east to west. Those of us who did th e
fighting had a simple question and comment "So what ?"
"Let the bastards have the turf. Pull back and tell  them to
enjoy it. Is four hundred yards of trench worth mor e
bloodshed?" 
Our brass-on-high decided to teach those upstart Ch inese
a lesson. They would move every cannon in Corp Arti llery
into temporary positions behind this Salient and by  God,
the Chinese would cringe at this show of force. And , what's more, the brass insisted, the crack ROK Fi rst
Division was in the front line trenches and no enem y would dare attempt a break through. No sir. Piece  of
cake. On July 9, 1953 all Corp Artillery units left  their permanent positions in a bold daylight move to
support positions behind this "Salient". The thousa nds of Chinese who watched this bizarre show of
force had to smile ...

My battery, Battery C, was ordered into a narrow st eep walled "mini canyon" position approximately 400
yards behind the front lines. It was hardly suitabl e for a heavy mortar company, let alone a 155 mm
howitzer battery.      Foolish.  



JAMES BRADLEY - SERVICE BATTERY -    
         KIA 14 JULY 1953

VERNON MEADOWS - SERV & B BATTERY -  
         KIA 14 JULY 1953

ROBERT L. NICKSON - B BATTERY 
         KIA 14 JULY 1953

RICHARD L. PEDERSEN - C BATTERY -    
         KIA 14 JULY 1953

PATRICK C. REID - HQ BATTERY  
         KIA 14 JULY 1953
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 Fortunately, we "marched stripped down" (road marc hed in column with just basic equipment and loads)
to the new position. Forty (approx) men and auxilia ry equipment and several "non-combat" vehicles
remained in our "permanent" position. Every man vol unteered to move into the new "Salient" Position.
Headquarters "suggested" our permanent position be occupied to prevent pilfering; command
specifically stated all units would return to perma nent positions when "this Salient thing with the
Chinese" was over. It would only take a couple of d ays...

During a preliminary reconnaissance of the new area  before the move, I realized there was one way in
and the same way out of out that narrow hell hole.   If the enemy did break through the front lines, s ome
three-four hundred yards in front of us, could seal  off the mouth of the canyon and pick us off. My dr iver,
Corporal Willard Rudd and I went out on another rec on after we occupied the mini-canyon position and
did find an ancient trail running east and west in front of us and parallel to the front lines. It was  obvious
our tank howitzers couldn't handle the steep hill t rail, and, we'd be exposed to the full brunt of ene my
fire, some three hundred yards away across noman's land. We were, my opinion, in a trap. Telephone
requests (to the best of memory) to headquarters re questing a move to an alternate position were
ignored.

The summer rains had raised the water level in our mini canyon position to almost surface level. We
literally crammed six self propelled howitzers and other supporting equipment and vehicles into this m ini
canyon and found ourselves battling mud, rats and, of grave concern, sinking howitzers. There was no
way really to buoy them up out of the slime. Cannon eers prevailed and used stones, rotten tree limbs,
anything under tank treads and gun platforms. Back breaking tasks. 

For centuries, the Koreans have relied on human and  animal excrement to fertilize their crops. Beautif ul
vegetables. Of course the average length of an inte stinal tape worm in one of the natives or a ROK
soldier with gut blown open was about six feet. And  the stench in the area. Impossible to describe. Ou r
drinking water supply was limited. Our medics and I  were concerned about sanitary conditions ...
washing hands and mess gear was practically impossi ble. We ate soggy C rations, or went without. 

The rain didn't let up after we occupied "Shitville ". We floated and sloshed and the men never flinche d
nor did they complain. We were limited to "high ang le fire" artillery support missions because the
massive hill-wall in front of our howitzers was too  steep for standard fire missions. We were finally able
to buoy up the howitzers and prevent them from sink ing. However, the angle of fire (howitzer tubes
almost vertical) shifted the center of gravity of t he main tank frame such that the gun platforms at t he
rear of each piece were SINKING into the muck. 

On the night of July 12, 1953, the enemy "found the  range" with deadly "Willie Peter" (White
Phosphorous shells) and peppered us constantly. All  we could do was burrow into the muck and keep
firing. 

During the day, July 13, 1953, action lessened. It was
too damn quiet and at nightfall, we found out why.
The ROK division we were supporting (South
Koreans) left the line and headed south. It was
planting time and what the hell, the war was soon t o
be over ... so let's "bug out". The Chinese began t heir
patrol probes the afternoon of July 13. We reported
this to battalion but received no acknowledgment.
Later, we realized that Battery C was the only
opposition between fifty thousand Chinese ready to
march south and attack the main Corp Artillery forc e
to our rear. 

We were still in position before dawn, July 14, 195 3.
Enemy small arms fire and rats all around us. We
couldn't raise Battalion on the telephone or via ra dio.
We couldn't leave. Orders are orders. 
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Finally, we were ordered to CSMO (Close Station Mar ch Order) and as we formed up in a column we
realized we had to fight our way out. Thanks to Leo  Calvert and Adrian Krenk and others in our service
section, we were still mobile. During our stay in " Shitville" these valiant soldiers nursed rain soaked
engines back to health and performed maintenance mi racles that an Eighth Army Center in Seoul
couldn't accomplish. My opinion. I led our column o ut at approx 5:45 AM, July 14, 1953 and had radio
contact with Leo Calvert in the last vehicle in the  column, a jeep. 

About seven hundred yards south of "Shitville" we s aw howitzer parapets. It was Battery C 555 (Triple
Nickel) Field Artillery, a 105 mm howitzer truck dr awn unit. Nothing. No activity. It didn't look righ t. Side
comment. Our 155 mm howitzers had been in position SEVEN HUNDRED YARDS AHEAD OF 105
HOWITZERS!! No way, but orders are orders and by Go d, we carried out orders and didn't flinch. 
Seconds later all hell cut loose. 

The Chinese had overrun that 555 outfit, killing th em almost to the last men. The enemy must have
realized we weren't tanks after all!! And that's pr obably what kept us from being overrun in "Shitvill e".
The enemy wasn't going to mess with tanks and in th e dark or gloom our silhouettes looked like heavy
tanks. Thanks to Adrian Krenk and Calvert and his s ervice people, we started our howitzer-tank engines
every fifteen minutes during the night! No strategy  on our part. We had to make sure we could turn ove r
those damn engines in the driving rain. 

Sergeant Calvert and Adrian Krenk were in the last vehicle (jeep)in our
column and the Chinese were hell bent on destroying  US. The fact that we
were "fully armored" saved us--thirteen fifty calib er and thirteen thirty
caliber machine guns ripped those bastards apart. 

Up front, the Chinese stormed our jeep and we fough t back. Thank God the
fifty caliber machine gunner on the half track righ t behind us did a number
on those bastards. My jeep driver, Willard Rudd was  hit in the legs. I was hit
in the left hand and both legs and the jeep was a s ieve. Willard held it on the
road and "drove on the rims" for two miles. 

Our former battery commander, Bob Rader, was at a k ey T road junction
directing friendly elements to safety. The last thi ng I remember I was being
loaded into a medic half track somewhere along the road south, the road to
safety. Leading the column that morning of July 14,  I could take some
comfort in the fact that my guys were behind me. Th ere was nothing behind Adrian Krenk and Leo
Calvert and Lt. Oscar Brock but hundreds of screami ng Chinese hell bent on killing them and other
Americans. All three men in that jeep were hit.

 Our guys gave as "good as they took" ... there was n't a round of small arms ammo left in the whole
outfit. Good men, all of them.” 
 
End - Excerpt From “Hugh R. Lafferty, Personal Refl ection:”
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Begin Excerpts: “ 92 nd AFA Bn Command Report for Month of June and July 1 953 " (reconstructed from
original photocopy)

Subject: Command Report for Month of June 1953

3. Destruction of enemy bunkers and caves   554
4. Counter Battery Fire                                   16021
5. Defensive Fires                                            10657
(b) Observed results of firing were as follows I

1. Casualties                                             37
                                                                2. Bunkers damaged or destroyed       33
                                                3. Artillery positions damaged or destroyed     47

(3) During the period 10 - 18 June Headquarters, "A ", "B”, and "C" Batteries were subjected to some of  the
most intense counter-battery fire experienced by th is unit during the Korean operation. The enemy
employed larger caliber weapons than had heretofore  been observed by this unit. Fragment analysis
indicated that both 122mm guns and 152mm gun howitz ers had been employed. On 17 June 1953, between
1900 and 2100 hours, “A" Battery received the most accurate bombardment t he enemy directed in the battery
area resulting in 2 EM KIA , two (2) officers and thirteen(13) EM WIA, Casualti es and damage to materiel was
effectively reduced by the sandbag and log revetmen ts and bunkers in the position area.
This action occurred during the Battalion's support  of the defense of Outpost Harry,

2. Commander's Recommendations: Proposed Change to T/O&E 6-326  8 September 1952.
SUBJECT: Command Report for Month of July 1953

(3)    The Battalion fired 6504 rounds during the m onth. 
(c.)    Ammunition expenditures was as follows: 

1.   Registrations    603
2.   Harassing and Interdiction Fires    371 
3.   Destruction of enemy bunkers and caves    295 
4.    Counter Battery fire    3162    

5.   Defensive Fires    2073

(b.)    Observed results of firing were as follows:  
1.   Casualties    20
2.    Bunkers damaged or destroyed    13

(4)    Ths most signif icant action in which this un it
was engaged during the period and prior to cessatio n
of hosti l i t ies occurred in the Kumwha - Kumsong Sal ient of IX
US Corps during the night and early morning hours o f 13 - 14  July
1953.    On 12 July 1953,   in anticipation of an e xpected attack, 
batteries “A”,  "B", and   “C”,  and the operations  and 
communications platoons from Hq  Battery, moved to positions  in
the Capitol Republic of Korea Division sector.    B attery “A”
occupied a position at CT 76744l,   “B” at CT 76544 6,   “C” at  CT
752445 and Hq  elements at CT765442 in the battery “A” area.   
Located adjacent to this Battalion were  the 555th FA Battalion,  
Battery “A” of the 424th FA Battalion, Battery "A" of the 95 5th FA
Battalion and elements of two Battalions of the Cap itol ROK
Division Artillery.    At approximately 132200I all  batteries of
this Battalion were  subjected to heavy counterbatt ery fire
which continued until about l40045I.    At that tin e heavy enemy fires ceased falling in Hq and  "A" B attery
areas although sporadic rounds did continue to fall  around battery positions. 



Photo from Chinese Military Museum
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 Batteries   “B” and   "C" continued to receive hea vy fire and by 140300 accurate counterbattery fire was
being received in "C" Battery position at the rate of about 3 rounds per minute. Counter battery fire received by the
Battalion during period was from medium and light a rtillery, rockets and (immediately prior to displac ement)
mortars. Because of heavy action, no accurate estim ate can be given of total rounds received, but over
500 rounds fell in each of the "B" end "C” Battery areas. During this action  the Battalion expended 1392

rounds, firing close in defensive fires in defense of MLR positions and counter battery  missions. During

this action  extreme difficulty was encountered in maintaining s atisfactory communications, because of
hostile shelling of wire lines and heavy enemy inte rference on all radio channels. 

After the attack started satisfactory direct commun ication was never established with IX Corps Artille ry
FDC. Fire missions were relayed through the FDC of the 955 FA Battalion located seven miles to the rea r.
Because of these communications difficulties, full utilization of the fire capabilities of the Battali on was
not achieved. During the course of the action only fragmentary information could be obtained regarding
ground action. Such information as was obtained ind icated that there were heavy enemy attacks across
the division front and that the enemy had penetrate d MLR positions at two points.

One CP of the 955 fa Battalion located 3000 meters in front of “C" Battery was overrun. However, repor ts
received indicated these penetrations had been cont ained. At approximately 140340I an unknown number
of unidentified personnel approached “C" Battery's position. They were fired upon when they failed to
halt. Shortly thereafter small arms and automatic w eapons fire was received in the "C" Battery area fr om
the right front. At approximately 140350I Battery " B” was subjected to small arms and automatic weapon s
and mortar fire from high ground on both right and left front of Battery Position. By l4o400I all cont act was
lost with higher headquarters, adjacent units and w ith Battery “C".    

Based upon reports of firefights at both "C" and  " B" Battery positions and information previously rec eived
that the 555th FA Battalion was displacing,   I mad e the decision to displace the Battalion to positio ns
vicinity coordinate a CT 743363. Necessary orders w ere immediately transmitted to   "A" and “B” Batter ies.
At l40408I radio contact was reestablished with Bat tery  "C" and the order transmitted to that unit.    As “C"
Battery march column approached the vicinity of pos ition which had been occupied by  "C" Battery,  555 th
FA Battalion,   coordinates CT 758448, was subjecte d to heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire fr om
positions on both aides of road. Fire was also rece ived from a recoilless weapon or  rocket launcher i n that
area.    The local installations were in flames.     “C” Battery column continued to receive fire unti l it  reached
Highway 117 A,  vicinity coordinates CT 765449,  wh en contact was broken off.   

During this action,   “C  “ Battery lost 2 Howitzer Motor Carriages, 
M-4l;  2 Half-Tracks,  Personnel Carrier, M3A1;  21 /2 ton truck and
1 1/4 ton truck due  to enemy action. In addition,  two Howitzer
Motor Carriages, M-4l,  and   1 Half- Track were ab andoned in the
battery position because they were  immobilized.    At
approximately l40450I rear elements of the Battalio n were 
subjected to automatic  weapons fire from an enemy armored
vehicle   at coordinates CT 763438.    The  column moved  slowly
because of the  contention of vehicular and foot traffic on the roa d. 
  Otherwise the withdrawal was orderly. At approxim ately l40630I
the  Battalion was placed in   position vicinity CT  743363 but  "B"
Battery displaced shortly thereafter to positions v icinity  CT
704364. No significant action occurred  subsequent to 140630I.   
There were 22 Officers,   378 enlisted men,  and  7 0 KATUSA in
forward posit ions from this Battal ion;  the Battal i on
lost one   ( l)  Officer and two  (2) enlisted men ki lled in action
and eight  (8)  En1isted men missing in action.  
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 There were three   (3)  Officers, tventv (20) Enli sted Men and four  (4)  KATUSA personnel vounded in  action.
During this action the Battalion vas directly engag ed by an unknown number of enemy troops.    No
reliable estimate of enemy casualties can be given.     From 140800I to 161100I Battalion exr-ended 203 4 
rounds in support of 3rd US Division during the per iod in which new defensive line in Kumsong  Salient
was stabilized.

(5)    On 16 July 1953 the Battalion displaced to o riginal positions east of Chorwon.    The last roun ds
expended by the Battalion prior to the cease fire w ere fired by Battery "A" at 272058.    This vas a
bat te ry vo l ley d i rec ted  a t  hos t i le  a r t i l l e ry .  At  th e   t ime o f  the  "Cease Fire",  the 92d  Armored
Field Artillery Battalion had completed 1034 days o f active combat in Korea, and fired a total  of 311 ,929 rounds.
                                          2.    Commander's recommendations - None.

Ralph H. Elliot
Lt. Col. Arty
Commanding                       

End Excerpt:  “92ND AFA BN COMMAND REPORT FOR JUNE AND JULY 1953"

Begin: Excerpt from Military History    Book         Chapter entitled "The last offensive”
See: Web Page http://www.army.mil/cmh-pg/books/korea/truce/fm.htm for the full document

CHAPTER XXI 

The Last Offensive 

The resumption of armistice negotiations at Panmunj om on to July and the apparent pacification of Syng man Rhee
during early July provided an incentive for the las t Communist offensive. With the end of hostilities at long last in
sight, the enemy was faced with its final opportuni ty to give the world a convincing display of Commun ist military
might; to teach the upstart ROK forces another less on; and to improve defensive terrain positions in t he bargain.
The June offensive had accomplished these aims to s ome degree, but much of the Kumsong salient still r emained. 29

Furthermore, the ROKA units had bent but not broken  under the Communist assault; perhaps this time the  Chinese
might really give them a trouncing. 

By evening of 13 July the Communists had moved elem ents of five Chinese armies into attack and support
positions along the central sector that encompassed  the Kumsong salient. Facing them from west to east  lay the
ROK 9th and Capital Divisions of the U.S. IX Corps and the ROK 6th, 8th, 3d, and 5th Divisions of the ROK II Corps. 

The increase in the tempo of artillery and mortar f ire on 13 July corroborated earlier intelligence re ports from
prisoners, deserters, agents, and reconnaissance th at the Communists were about to launch a major driv e aimed
primarily at ROK units on the central front. After darkness descended, the Chinese forces moved forwar d en masse.
A reinforced regiment from the 72d Division of the CCF 24th Army struck the ROK 9th Division's right f lank while the
203d Division of the CCF 68th Army smashed into the  ROK Capital Division guarding the left shoulder of  the
Kumsong bulge. Friendly outposts were overrun as wa ve after wave of Chinese joined the assault. By mid night,
enemy units had penetrated the main line of resista nce up to 1,000 meters in some places. In the Snipe r Ridge
sector-long a bone of contentionfriendly forces had  to pull back to avoid being cut off. Throughout th e night the
pressure continued, with huge expenditures of artil lery and mortar fire from both sides. 30 

In the ROK 6th Division area adjacent to the Capita l Division, four battalions from the 204th Division  of the CCF 68th
Army hit a company-sized outpost of the ROK 19th Re giment. By the morning of 14 July, they had penetra ted the
main line positions of the regiment and surrounded one friendly battalion.
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 Elements of the 204th Division moved through the R OK 6th Division sector and then swung to the west a nd joined
in the attack upon the Capital Division. 31 

To the east the Chinese on 13 July sent four compan ies to surround an outpost in the ROK 8th Division lines and a
battalion against a company outpost in the ROK 3d D ivision area on the right shoulder of the Kumsong s alient. They
also attacked the ROK 5th and 7th Divisions to keep  them occupied while the main assault was in progre ss.

By the morning of 14 July the pattern of the Commun ist offensive attack had developed as the enemy inc reased the
weight of his pressure upon the ROK 3d Division. Ba ttalion and two-battalion attacks accompanied by he avy
artillery and mortar support broke through the ROK 3d outpost system and drove into the main line posi tions. The
22d and 23d Regiments received assault after assaul t, but with the aid of the 18th Regiment in blockin g positions
managed to hold on. Then four enemy companies filte red in through the adjacent ROK 5th Division sector  and
swung in behind the 23d Regiment. When the indicati on of a double envelopment became apparent, the ROK  3d
began to pull back. 

As the Chinese pierced the ROK lines along the cent ral front and cut off units from their parent organ izations, the
situation became confused. Soldiers from the 6th, 8 th, and Capital Divisions found themselves defendin g
strongpoints together. Lateral and front-to-rear li nes of communications were soon out of commission a nd radio
and foot messengers became the chief means of sendi ng and receiving instructions and information. Sist er
regiments were often out of contact and unaware of what the other was doing. Reports trickling in from  the front
were often delayed and usually incomplete as the RO KA commanders displayed their customary unwillingne ss to
forward unfavorable news that would cause them to l ose face. 

Despite the lack of details, it was apparent after the first day of the Chinese assault that the enemy 's use of major
elements of six divisions had made serious inroads in the ROK Capital and 3d Divisions' sectors. Since  these
guarded the shoulders of the salient, the ROK 6th a nd 8th Divisions were in danger of having their fla nks exposed to
a double envelopment. General Taylor, therefore, on  14 July ordered the ROK Capital, 6th, 8th, 3d, and  5th Divisions
to fall back south of the Kumsong River line at the  base of the bulge. This would straighten out the d efensive line
and shorten the front to be covered. In the process  of complying with Taylor's instructions, however, the ROK
commanders lost contact with and control of some of  their units, with the result that many of them did  not stop at
the Kumsong line. Instead they continued to retreat  farther south replacing the bulge with a sag in th e Eighth Army
lines. 

The intensity and determination of the Chinese offe nsive impressed Clark and Taylor to the point that they decided
to fly reinforcements from Japan to Korea to bolste r the front. The U.S. 187th Airborne RCT was rushed  to Korea and
on 14 July Taylor attached the unit to the U.S. 2d Division. The latter took over the U.S. 3d Division 's positions, and
the airborne troops relieved elements of the ROK 9t h Division, permitting the ROK's to narrow their fr ont and to
strengthen the left flank of the retreating Capital  Division. In the meantime, the U.S. 3d Division sh ifted over into
blocking positions behind the Capital Division to s tem the enemy advance. As the Capital's units fell back, they
passed through the 3d Division and were reorganized  and rehabilitated in the rear. On 15 July the 3d t ook over
responsibility for the Capital Division's sector an d assumed operational control of the division. 

In the ROK II Corps area, Taylor released the ROK 1 1th Division to the corps commander, Lt. Gen. Chung  Il Kwon,
who dispatched the division forward to relieve the ROK 3d Division. The ROK 6th Division was also with drawn from
the line and, along with the ROK 3d, was reorganize d and reconstituted. Thus, on 15 July, the Eighth A rmy had the
ROK 9th, the U.S. 3d with the remnants of the Capit al Division, the ROK 11th, 8th, and 5th Divisions o n the front lines
from west to east to check the Communist offensive.  On 16 July the ROK II Corps received orders to cou nterattack
and restore the Kumsong River line. The enemy offen sive had slowed by this time and the Chinese were e ngaged in
the involved task of organizing the defense of the terrain they had taken and in replacing the heavy c asualties they
had suffered in breaking through the ROKA positions . 

The ROK 11th, 8th, and 5th Divisions, attacking abr east, launched the counteroffensive the same day. A gainst
variable enemy, opposition they edged forward towar d the Kumsong River east of Kumhwa. Between 16-19 J uly the
three divisions, with the 6th, 3d, and 7th ROK Divi sions in blocking positions in reserve, attained th e high ground
south of the river. On 19 July the ROK 6th Division  passed through the 5th Division and assumed respon sibility for
its sector. 
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Efforts to cross the river and take defensive posit ions on the north bank of the Kumsong met with incr easing enemy
resistance and were abandoned after 20 July. For th e last week of the war the ROK II Corps held the Ku msong River
line against minor enemy pressure. 

Despite the gains of the counteroffensive, the Chin ese had removed the Kumsong salient and straightene d out their
lines on the central front. Their penetration had b een approximately six miles and the weight of their  assault had cut
off and disorganized many of the ROKA units facing them. It had taken nine ROK and U.S. divisions in b locking and
counterattacking roles to halt the Communist advanc e and to regain some of the lost terrain. 

The enemy offensive had also provided additional. g rist for the Communist propaganda mill, which loudl y claimed
military victory for its side. On the other hand, t he price that the enemy had paid to sustain a major  drive was
extremely high; the Eighth Army estimated that over  28,000 casualties had been inflicted upon the Chin ese during
their breakthrough and its aftermath. 32 

While the ROK II Corps was carrying out its counter offensive, the Communists exerted pressure upon sev eral
scattered points along the Eighth Army line in an e ffort to take longcontested hills and outposts prio r to the signing
of an armistice. The reasons behind this pressure w ere difficult to fathom, since all of the threatene d points fell in the
demilitarized zone and would have to be abandoned b y the UNC forces anyway. As it turned out, the Comm unists
had to surrender possession of their new gains shor tly thereafter. 

The operations along the front during the last week  of the Korean War subsided again to smallscale pro bes and
patrols, as each side now anticipated that the armi stice soon would be signed. 

The Tally Sheet 

A recapitulation of enemy activity in the final mon ths might prove helpful in assessing the military s ituation when
hostilities ended. 33 (Map VIII) 

The close relationship between the Communist milita ry operations and the truce negotiations at Panmunj om were
apparent through the April-July period. As the two sides moved toward settlement, the intensity of the  enemy's
operations varied according to the prospects for re aching final agreement. Beginning in late March, th e Communists
assumed an increasingly offensive attitude at the f ront and displayed a willingness to employ their fo rces more lavishly
than they had in the past. 

While the negotiations dragged in late April and ea rly May, the tempo of enemy action slackened again.  In the closing
days of May, after the 25 May UNC proposal, which s eemed to offer the possibility of a truce within th e near future, the
Communist attacks commenced to pick up impetus once  again. The agreement on prisoners of war on 8 June  was
followed by the large-scale assaults of 10-17 June which succeeded in attaining better terrain positio ns, cowing the
growing ROK opposition to the armistice, and provid ing the Communists with a propaganda mantle of mili tary victory.

The dramatic release of the Korean non repatriates by Syngman Rhee on 18 June reintroduced the element s of
uncertainty into the situation and ground operation s again declined until the truce meetings resumed o n to July. Then,
in their largest offensive since the spring of 1951 , the Communists sought to repeat the June objectiv es on a more
grandiose scale. 
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The following table of casualties and artillery exp enditures serves to depict more graphically the int ensification of
combat activity between April and July: 

  COMMUNIST                  COMMUNIST                   UNC                   UNC

DATE

 1953

       CASUALTIES                 ARTILLERY      
               ROUNDS

             CASUALTIES         ARTILLERY

           ROUNDS

APRIL         10,500  
                            

                          51,690                    4,343                 1,255,015

MAY                       16,454                           99,340                    7,570                 1,747,718

JUNE                       36,346                         329,130                  23,161                  2,710,248

JULY         72,112                         375,565 *                  29,629                  2,000,982

* HIGHEST TOTAL DURING THE KOREAN WAR

The Communists established two artillery records fo r themselves in July, the highest total for any mon th and
the highest total for a ten-day period 197,550 roun ds during the 11-20 July span. The freedom with whi ch
enemy troops expended artillery and mortar shells d emonstrated clearly that their supply situation had
improved greatly and that they were willing to fire  the rounds necessary to support their attacks. Eve n after the
drains of June and July, there were no shortages of  ammunition except on a local basis. 

End - Excerpt from Military History   Book     Chap ter entitled "The last offensive”
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TRUCE SIGNED

Begin: Excerpt from “92 nd AFA BN History”  

On July 27 1953, a truce was signed with the Commun ist North Koreans
bringing a cessation of action to the Korean confli ct. For all who survived
the terror filed days of combat, the truce was slow  in coming. The loss of all
those Red Devils killed, missing , and wounded in a ction will never be
forgotten. Following the signing of the truce, all United Nations units,
including the 92nd, withdrew a few miles in order t o create a buffer zone.
Even though the conflict had been officially closed , the battalion remained
combat ready in case the Korean and Chinese Communi st forces should
decide to break the truce.

End: Excerpt from “92 nd AFA BN History”  

The Battalion was deactivated on 27 July 1955 at Ca mp Omiya Japan

Document compiled by: Jim Settlemire 92 nd AFA BN - HQ Btry 1952-53

END OF  DOCUMENT    


